《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – Revelation》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE REVELATION OF JOHN THE DIVINE.
THE cherubim in the Hebrew sanctuary are depicted as spreading their wings around the mercyseat, and in a position somewhat inclined, as though they were desirous to pry into the mysteries contained in the ark. St. Peter confirms this idea. After stating that the prophets had strove to decypher the swelling exuberance of the Spirit, which spake in them of the salvation which is come to us, he adds, “which things the angels desire to look into.” 1 Peter 1:10-12. Ephesians 3:10. Daniel, in like manner, kept his eye with prayers and tears on the out-beaming radiances of the future sufferings and glory of the church. He was admitted to see the conflicts and succession of the four great monarchies which ruled the ancient world, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. He particularly noticed the very singular character of the fourth empire, in which the God of heaven would set up a kingdom which should never be destroyed, nor left to other people, the conquerors of the nations. Daniel 2:36-45.

These prophecies, perfectly realized by providence in future years, like the pillars of Jachin and Booz in front of the temple of God, display their splendid chapiters, crowned with the glory of revelation, and laugh at all the empoisoned arrows of atheism and revolt. Of the evangelical Zion it is said, Her foundation is the holy hill — she shall never be moved.

St. John, having studied those disclosures of the divine pleasure, was allowed in hoary age, like the venerable Daniel, to see the extension of those revelations in the kingdoms of the earth, to the final consummation of the ages. He unlooses the seven seals, and sounds the seven trumpets; he also hears the seven thunders, but records not their voices, leaving the comments with providence. He foresaw the candlestick removed from Asia for apostasy, and the cloud of Mahomedan darkness, rising out of the bottomless pit, or hell, let loose in their bloody wars and conflicts. He describes the exile and sufferings of the saints, fighting against the great red dragon of pagan Rome. He depicts the antichristian tyranny, as a beast creeping out of the earth in the dark. He foresaw the splendid drapery of the harlot church, and the bloody sufferings of the witnesses, children of the chaste bride, in all their conflicts to establish the pure and spiritual worship of God amid the domination of lucrative idolatry. He heard the final songs of victory. “Hallelujah, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ.”

John was banished to the isle of Patmos in the year of Christ ninety five, and allowed to return to Ephesus in ninety seven. In this solitary retreat the Lord consoled him with a succession of revelations, the most luminous that had ever been opened to the mind of man. The consolations of this book to a suffering church are beyond description. It opened all heaven as spectators of her conflicts, loading her with eulogies, and with full assurances of victory and eternal glory.

How well this revelation was received by the few who then knew how to appreciate its worth, we may judge from the martyrdom of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna. He was a disciple of John in his younger years, and had acquired the glory in the church to be bishop of Smyrna. In the year 167, when arrested and brought by a guard of soldiers before the Proconsul in Smyrna, and when unmoved by the entreaties of friends and the menaces of foes to renounce Christ, he cited in his last prayer, ere the flames surrounded him, some words of the elder, in Revelation 11:17.

Mr. T. H. Horne, B. D., justly remarks, that “this book was very generally, if not universally acknowledged, during the two first centuries, and yet in the third it began to be questioned.” The reasons are sufficiently apparent. The sects, whose faith was not pure, and afterwards the whole Arian age, could not brook to see the Adonai seated at the right hand of Jehovah, and all things put under him. Psalms 110. Dr. Lardner, on this subject, forms an exception. He himself believed in the divine assumption, and vindicated the authenticity of the book.

The first regular attack against St. John, as the author of the Revelation, was by Dennis of Alexandria, who says, as carefully abridged by Du Pin, that the inscription in the first verse was a forgery; that some have attributed it to Cerinthus; that others had attributed it to some other John, there being many of that name. Respecting the twelve caveats of Dennis, Du Pin adds, that they are very weak.

Eusebius put the Revelation in the canonical books of the new testament, but adds afterwards, that some do not receive it. — Hist. Ecclesiastes lib. 3. cap. 25. William Whiston, professor of mathematics in the university of Cambridge, wrote an essay on the Revelation, 1706, quarto, pp. 395. Whiston says, p. 32, “These visions were seen by John in the isle of Patmos, where he was banished, as in 1:9-10, ‘for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus,’ as all chronologers agree, whether papists or protestants. What most confirms this assertion, and reduces it to almost a certainty, is the testimony of Irenæus, who lived in the next age, and who had been the frequent auditor of those who had conversed with John, and of whom he had made particular enquiries concerning the book of Revelation. He adds, that he had accurately collated the different copies, and weighed the disputations concerning this admirable work. This authentic writer affirms, what was then very commonly known, that the Apocalypse was seen in vision by John, a little before his time, at the close of the reign of Domitian.”

The emperor Domitian did not die till the year ninety six. Many writers therefore place the visions of John in that year, which was twenty six years after the destruction of Jerusalem. The chronology of Irenæus is the more to be confided in, as it synchronizes with the records of certain heathen writers referred to by Eusebius. By consequence, none of the events predicted by John can refer to any occurrences anterior to the destruction of Jerusalem.

The title given to the author of this book is θεολογου, the Divine. This high appellation is used by Origen, without any apology, a title consequent on the sublimity of his predictions. It is continued in Jerome, Theologi; in Beza, in Coccejus, and others. The Platonists had given it to Orpheus, or the divine poet, as is noted by Dr. Hammond.

Now, that I may the better give the general sense of the church on this mysterious book, and not my own weak conjectures, I have procured Mede, More, Marlorat, Whiston, Jurieu, and others who have written largely on the subject, besides a very ample assortment of sacred versions, and of ancient and modern criticism. May God help me to make the selection assortable with the plan of a Family bible, using as to the sense, my own judgment, and giving an abridged translation of others. But, gentle reader, do not expect too much of man, for providence alone can give the true comment on prophecies. The veil of futurity must not be lifted up too far, lest men should forget the state of their conscience, and their present duties, to indulge unseasonably in the hopes of the church. I am however decided in opinion, that this mysterious book is now more unlocked than at any former period. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20
Revelation 1:1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which reaches to the end of time, and is a continuation of the Hebrew, and the christian prophets of the new testament. This revelation properly begins where Daniel ends; and both received their knowledge of the hidden things from Christ, and his angel. The design was to show things which were shortly to come to pass on the Romans, and on the church.

Revelation 1:3. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear, as in the Greek. By attention to prophecy the christians were saved from perishing in Jerusalem; and the jews in Babylon had hope of deliverance, and we also have hope in the latter day. The words of Daniel apply here. None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise, the purified and made white, they shall understand. Daniel 12:10.

Revelation 1:4. Seven Spirits, or seven archangels, as many say: some apply the phrase to the seven states of the church under the seven trumpets. Others with more propriety, from the perfections ascribed to the Messiah, Isaiah 11:2, understand it of the gifts of the Holy Ghost conferred by Christ. This gloss agrees best with the whole Trinity blessing the church; for Jesus is next named, and it seems improper to place angels between the Father and the Son. The seven spirits, and the seven eyes of the Lord, Zechariah 4:5, are one in purpose and design.

Revelation 1:7. Behold, he cometh with clouds, to judge the jewish nation who pierced him; and from the words of our Saviour we must make the climax, to judge the world. Matthew 24:29.

Revelation 1:8. I am Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This phrase is a translation of the word JEHOVAH, which is God’s name and memorial to all generations. The jews have a saying, He that walks in uprightness, performs the whole law, from aleph to thau, which are the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

Revelation 1:9. I John, who also am your companion in tribulation. The Greek και, “also,” has an acceptation equivalent to even, reality, or truth, as in 1 Corinthians 11:23. “I have received of the Lord that which I also delivered unto you.” The sense is, I delivered the order of the sacrament, even as I received it. It is insufferable in Griesbach to omit this expressive particle in his unitarian copy of the Greek testament.

I was in the isle called Patmos. This is an island in the Archipelago of Greece, situate between Icari and Samos, about twenty six miles in circumference: latitude 37.20. Boiste says that the Greeks still pretend to show the hermitage where St. John lodged.

For the word of God, for fervently preaching the gospel, and for the testimony of Jesus. Irenæus gives us a valuable comment here. He says that when he was in Asia, he conversed with the disciples of John, who affirmed that they had heard him say, that he (like the other apostles) had handled the body of Christ after his resurrection. Here is the testimony of Jesus, that he is the Son of God, and risen from the dead. John testifies also that Christ was the faithful and the true witness; the first-begotten from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. What words of consolation, and what a triumph of faith in the land of exile!

Revelation 1:11. I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. This is a more explicit repetition of Revelation 1:8. It is the current language of the Hebrew prophets respecting the Messiah. John the Baptist had said, He that cometh after me is preferred before me; for he was before me. John 1:15. This must regard the deity of Christ, for John was six months older than the Saviour. “Who hath wrought and done it? — I the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.” Isaiah 41:4; Isaiah 44:6; Isaiah 48:12. The Word that dwelt among the patriarchs was made flesh.

The seven churches. Their situation may be seen in the map, in or near the province of Asia. But Dr. More, and some others, regard the seven churches as mystical designations of future periods. Ephesus, as extending to the year of Christ 110. Smyrna, to 306. Pergamos, to the time of the Waldenses, in 1160. Thyatira, to the reformation, confirmed by law in 1552. The doctor does not proceed farther in his preface.

Revelation 1:12-13. And I turned to see the voice, to ascertain the person from whom the voice proceeded, that spake with me. This is the first of those stupendous visions with which John was favoured in the isle of Patmos. And I saw one like unto the Son of man. The Son of God, whom Daniel saw exalted on the throne of judgment, and surrounded with myriads of angels. The glory was great, but the divine apostle still recollected the features of his Lord, who was dead, and is alive for evermore, and now clothed with incomparable lustre. The description of Aaron’s dress in Exodus 28. is in the LXX very much like this, only it differs as the shadow and the substance. His hair betokens wisdom, and his flaming eyes, an angry judge to the unbelieving world. His feet burned, to mark the refining purity of his walk, or great love; and his roaring voice, the great energy of his gospel, and terror of all his foes.

Revelation 1:14. His head and his hairs were white like wool. We have here a vision of the Messiah in his manifold characters of prophet, priest, and king. He is the Judge of all the earth, as seen by Daniel. He has eyes of flame, which his enemies cannot endure. He sustains these characters in perpetuity while walking in the midst of his churches. If he allow the wicked, for a moment, to afflict and to scatter his saints, it is to spread his glory abroad in the earth, and to fill the world with the knowledge of God.

Revelation 1:16. His countenance was as the sun, shining with meridian splendour; the sun of righteousness, the light of the world, to set no more. The Hebrew sun was now darkened, for the new Zion is now the Lord’s delight. — In all this vision there is no pectoral of twelve precious stones. Oh no. Israel’s sun was gone down in anger, and the jews shall no more see the light till they look on him whom they have pierced. Moses has denounced the sentence of heaven against the jews. “Ships shall come from Chittim, [Greece and Rome] and shall afflict Heber, [the Hebrews] and he also, [as a nation] shall perish for ever.” Numbers 24:24.

Revelation 1:20. The seven stars are the seven angels or ministers of the seven principal churches. So the heads of synagogues were sometimes called. The churches are the lamps: all should shine, but ministers must shine more especially.

We cannot conclude this introductory chapter better than in the words of Sirachides. “He who delights in the law of the Most High, and makes it his constant study, will investigate the wisdom of all the ancients, and study the prophecies:” cap. 59.

REFLECTIONS.
How awful was Christ’s coming to the jews. How terrible for his crucifiers to see him arrayed as the priest and judge, and themselves divested of the priesthood, and brought as culprits to his bar. What joy was this to the church. They broke forth into singing, and celebrated his love in the grant of all their privileges. But what joy for John to see his Lord again, who is with his people in exile, in the water and in the fire. And who would fear before this wicked world to serve this glorious and gracious Lord and King. Let our faith look at the issue, and make no account of difficulties, for the prince of the kings of the earth is here. He is unfolding in secret the grand mysteries of providence and grace to the end of time, that the church may have a supporting hope of victory in all her conflicts: for the kingdoms of the earth shall surely become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.

Above all, the glory of Christ as the great high-priest of our profession, in all his regal grandeur enthroned in his church, confirms his saints in their stability. Who after this would go back to the grave of unitarian philosophy? Who would draw back to the impiety of Gallic deism, and live and die in his sins? Who would dare the sharp two-edged sword going out of his mouth? Rather let us dwell in the house of the Lord, and flourish in the courts of our God. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-29
Epistle the first.
Revelation 2:1. The angel of the church of Ephesus, or the messenger of Christ; for the apostles, and apostolic men, while they remained in any church, were always regarded as the chief pastors, and as having the first powers of discipline. Hence John rebuked Diotrephes, and Paul threatened the disturbers of Corinth with a rod. John in like manner, as the apostle of the Lord, regarded his pastoral trusts, as general superintendent and bishop of all the churches of western Asia, though the seven principal ones only are named.

I have read Mr. Smith’s small volume of the Greek churches. He visited them in 1671, with all goodness of heart, and the portrait he draws of their poverty, ignorance, and diminished state, is most affecting. What a phenomenon, that they have subsisted at all among the cruel Turks. He found in their rubrics our hymn, “Therefore with angels and archangels we sing.” His tour was from Ephesus to Smyrna, forty six miles northwest; from Smyrna to Pergamos, sixty four; from Pergamos to Thyatira, forty eight; from Thyatira to Sardis, thirty three; from Sardis to Philadelphia, twenty seven; and from Philadelphia to Laodicea, about forty two.

These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand. In all the seven addresses the Lord assumes aspects conformably to the moral state of all the churches. And all the names and titles that earth and heaven can give, belong to him as Lord of all.

Revelation 2:2. I know thy works. I search the heart. I know how commendable thy works are in all suffering virtues, and in all active piety. Thou hast tried the judaizing and heretical teachers, who say they are apostles, or messengers of the churches, and are not. Thou hast required the grand tests, as in 1 John 4., whether they believe in the godhead of Christ; whether by that faith they are born of God; whether they have laboured in word and doctrine, and whether they have suffered for Christ? The false teachers prudently avoided the cross.

Revelation 2:5. I will — remove thy candlestick out of its place, except thou repent. This most eventful city was burned by Erostrates the night Alexander was born; and after being plundered by Pompey, rose under the Roman government to be the glory of Asia minor. But it was pillaged by the Persians in the third century, and by the Scythians, and lastly by the Turks. It is now a poor village, to record its ancient splendour: the glory of this world passeth away.

Revelation 2:6. Thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes. The character of this sect is thus reported by some of the ancients. That Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch, Acts 6:5, had a very beautiful wife, whom he repudiated through jealousy; and that though he himself lived in continence, yet a sect arose which sheltered their enormities under his name, and by the weight of his example.

Revelation 2:7. He that hath an ear, let him hear. I will restore a paradise to his soul.

Epistle the second.
Revelation 2:8. The angel of the church in Smyrna. This city has now stolen away the glory of Ephesus, and risen to be third in rank in the Turkish empire, though eight times, says Boiste, ruined by earthquakes.

Revelation 2:9. I know the blasphemy of those who say they are jews, and converted to the christian faith. When the elders of the church in Smyrna wrote the narrative of the martyrdom of their beloved pastor and father, Polycarp, they observed, that the jews made themselves very prominent in bringing fire-wood to burn him. Eleven other martyrs from Thyatira suffered with him.

Revelation 2:10-11. Fear none of those things — The devil, the murderer who instigates his children to imitate their father, shall cast some of you into prison, and ye shall have tribulation ten days. The storms shall be short; or if we understand the words as predictive of the ten Roman persecutions, two of which were now past, still the time is limited. God for his elect’s sake can shorten the evil days. The crown of life is before you, as it was before the eyes of Paul. 2 Timothy 4:8.

Epistle the third.
Revelation 2:12-13. Pergamos. The existence of a church in this place is a wonder: yet about fifteen christian families still subsist there. By Satan’s seat, we understand a scale of deep depravity from the rulers towards the poor, and vices reigning in all the circles of society, Hence the martyrdom of Antipas, while striving against the wickedness of the age, is a high mark of his fidelity to God.

Revelation 2:14. Balaam, or lord of the people, a surname probably given him on account of his popularity. Thus Balaam’s children, even in the church of Christ, allured unwary souls to gentile feasts.

Revelation 2:17. To him that overcometh, and holds fast the faith in so wicked a place, I will give a triple crown of glory; namely, the hidden manna, of which see in the sixteenth of Exodus; and a white stone, in the full blaze of justifying and sanctifying grace; and a new name, which the world do not know, for the good shepherd calls his sheep by a new name, which the enemies cannot learn.

Epistle the fourth.
Revelation 2:18. To the angel of the church in Thyatira write; these things saith the Son of God. This relative appellation which bespeaks our Lord’s full participation in the divine nature, is frequently mentioned in scripture to show his essential and original dignity. Psalms 2:7. Matthew 3:17; Matthew 16:16; Matthew 17:5. Acts 13:33. This also coincides with his revealed name, the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. Christ, in this epistle, reäppears, as in the vision of Revelation 1:14, and as he was seen by the Hebrew prophet. Ezekiel 1, 4, 9.

Boiste describes this city of Anatolia, as situate on the river Hermus, in a plain of eighteen miles broad, and interspersed with plantations of cotton, and in a high state of agriculture. The inhabitants are estimated at thirty thousand, one third of which are christians. The Turks call it Akissar, from its castle being built of white marble. It is thirty two miles south-east of Smyrna. Dr. More gives a history of the name of this city, out of Stephanus Byzantius. Thyatira, a city of Lydia, was first called Pelopea, and then Semiramis; but Seleucus, the son of Nicanor when at war with Lysimachus, on hearing that he had a daughter newly born, called it Thygatira, that is, a daughter.

Revelation 2:19. I know thy works. This is named a second time in this verse, which is equivalent to an emphatic word of consolation. I have seen thy conflicts, thy sorrows, and grief of heart, for some who glory in their shame; and yet thou hast been too remiss in using the knife of excision, for all deadly sins require the two-edged sword; and he who uses it not, in driving away adulterers and fornicators from the church, and all their beguiling defences of vice, shall have the sword unsheathed against himself, as against Balaam, and Jezebel in ancient time.

Revelation 2:20. I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel. Some consider this woman as representing the character of the synagogue; some consider her as the bishop’s wife, a prophetess profane in morals. Others suppose her to be some woman of noble family and great influence, at the head of the Nicolaitanes, who mixed themselves with the church. Here is a case, a sad case of some baptized christians, who feasted profanely, and repeated the sins of Baal-peor, and of Jezebel. 1 Kings 16:31. Numbers 25:1; Numbers 25:5.

Revelation 2:21. I gave her a space. Wickliffe reads, “I gaf to her tyme to repent.”

Revelation 2:25. That which ye have, of truth and of holiness, hold fast till I come. St. Paul often repeats his confidence in the stability of the churches that were well instructed in the knowledge of Christ. But especially hold fast the active and the passive graces of faith and patience, for these are followed with the great rewards here subjoined.

Revelation 2:26-29. He that overcometh — to him will I give power over the nations. He shall reign, because Christ reigns. Psalms 2:9-12. I will give him the morning star. Christ is himself the light of the world, and the day- star that shall arise in the believer’s heart. He shall ever behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord; and finally see his throne in open vision, with transforming ecstasy and infinite delight.

REFLECTIONS.
How solemn for a minister to receive a letter from the Lord by St. John. How impressive and edifying to read it in the church. Here the Lord assumes attributes corresponding with the moral state of the churches addressed, as will be seen by collating them. “I know thy works.” This is the declaration of our incarnate and omniscient God to all the churches, which marks its importance. Hence our best reply is silence, tears, and reformation.

God in judging begins with what is praiseworthy, as zeal. “Thou canst not bear them that are evil,” that live in sin, and make a show of religion, or profess to be religious people, and yet improperly associate with sinners. To try false ministers is also commendable. The sheep must not be put under the care of wolves, but under pastors that love them as their own souls; for the watchman’s life is pledged for the safety of the people. Hence men who seek themselves should be superseded from the sanctuary. The sufferings, the patience, and the courageous risk of life in this pastor, (and by the pastor, all the elders and the people are implied, as appears from many expressions in these seven epistles) are all recorded to his praise. But he had a sixth virtue which deserves notice; he “had laboured, and had not fainted.” Ah, how many faint under discouragements.

Yet as the venerable and wide-spreading oak, which has seen generations pass away, begins to decay at the heart, when no such decay is visible, except to the woodman who sees some branches on the tree devoid of leaves, whence he infers a decay begun at the heart; so there was one fault at Ephesus which God was the first to see: a decay of the “first love.” That love to God, to his people, and to his word, a fruit of divine love shed abroad in the heart; that love which is simple and ingenuous, liberal and beauteous as the flower when first blown, was now on the wane.

We have here also the required and speedy remedy. “Repent and do thy first works.” Go back christian to seek thy roll, which has been suffered to drop from thy bosom. A return to all our first works of piety and faith alone can ensure a return to our first love. A young convert loves the saints without knowing their defects; and an old pilgrim should not love the less because charity presumes on repentance, and because Christ still loves his people.

Next we have the punishment of degeneracy, on the condition of no repentance. “I will remove thy candlestick.” Look, lukewarm soul, on Asia, and see the mosque of Mahomed where once the towers of Zion raised their heads; look, and see the miserable remains of christianity now half paganised, and tremble for thyself, and for thy people. If we keep love in the heart, glory is sure to follow on the sanctuary.

The church in Smyrna suffered from poverty, and from persecution; but she was rich in wisdom and grace, having Polycarp, as is supposed, now for her angel. She suffered much also from vagabond jewish teachers, who blasphemed the name of Christ. 1 Timothy 1:14. This church is next fore-armed and forewarned against future persecutions; but to avoid pointed offence, and to lead the people to trust, the time is fixed for ten days or years, or ten persecutions, or an indefinite time. But the crown is promised to the faithful soul. Perseverance has its conditions, and the crown of life and righteousness, and glory are the rewards. “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” These words being seven times repeated, and a common epiphonema, imply, as in our Saviour’s parables, Matthew 13:9, that there is a mystery in them, and he that can reach the depths of the well will find water.

Christ addresses the church of Pergamos with a sharp sword, because there were gnostics in the church, and there were persecutors to chastise. As Balaam was killed with the sword, and twenty three thousand perished, so the wicked should again fall. Ministers may bear with defects, but deadly sins must be pursued with the sword of discipline. If St. Carpum now was there, he dwelt where Satan had his seat of idolatry and of gnostic uncleanness. Now, to hold fast the name, the truth, and profession of Christ in such a city, a city which had martyred Antipas, discovered a high degree of holiness and courage. Yet this man had too much lenity to the maintainers of immoral doctrines which defended pagan impurity, quite revolting to the christian code; though he himself hated the Nicolaitane doctrines, as it would seem. Men who hold those notions cannot be retained in the church. But while others basely fall, and lose their crown, the victorious soul is promised the hidden manna which was preserved in a golden pot in the ark of the covenant. He shall live of the hidden sweetness of God’s word, shall receive the white stone of absolution, not the black one of condemnation, which the judges dropped into the box when a criminal was found guilty. Besides, the white stone was used also in electing men to office, whereas the majority of black stones was a negative. Let us strive that this glory may be ours.

Come hither, thou man of knowledge, of pride and independence, a modern gnostic; thou who sayest, I may visit that house. I may have my glass, my idol, my bosom sin; yea, and heaven too, for heaven knows the frailties of man. But pause a moment. Perhaps these depths of Satan reach within a step of the dire abyss. See the twenty three thousand who perished with pestilence, and all Jezebel’s house, and thousands more cut off with the sword. See all the males of David’s house, except Joash, slain for adhering to her cause.

Christ addresses the church at Thyatira in the grandeur of God, and in the fiery characters of a Judge, because they suffered the Nicolaitanes (perhaps a branch of Simon Magus’s sect of gnostic’s, which Eusebius says, continued to the time he wrote) to infect and dishonour them. These licentious people often crept unawares into the church, as their founder did at Samaria. But here the woman was a sort of head of that sect, and was notorious for spiritual adultery with the idols of the gentiles, and for carnal impurity in their feasts. This woman, affecting to be a prophetess, as Simon was a prophet, seduced the unwary, for frail humanity is fond of the marvellous. We have next the probation of this woman. I gave her a space to repent. So God bore with the old world; and so he suffers long and has patience, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

The punishment of this woman and her sect is next marked, when the day of grace for repentance expires; when it is said to the sinner, as to Babylon, “thy day is come.” Then God makes bare his arm. Some one of a wicked circle or club is often made a fearful example of disease and punishment to the terror of a neighbourhood. They who have known the depths of Satan must know the elevations of justice; and if the punishment on the body fail of effect, then a bed of fire becomes the portion of incorrigible sinners. But while the wicked are captivated with the basest of apostate passions, a sceptre is given to the saints to conquer and to rule: they shall rule the nations in Christ, as members in him who is the head of the body. And while the wicked are lost in darkness, God will give the faithful the morning star of divine knowledge, and the brighter dawnings of eternal day. This is the day star which shall arise in our hearts. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-22
Epistle the fifth.
Revelation 3:1. Sardis, once a flourishing city, the residence of ancient kings, now a miserable village, having but few christians. This is not the Sardis, capital of Lydia, where Crœsus reigned, the richest king of all the east; the city which Cyrus took by the treachery of an officer, and eased Crœsus of all his gold and silver. Vide Cyroped. lib. 7. The Sardis of John is fifty miles east of Smyrna. Many critics have indeed asserted this to be the capital of Crœsus; yet the moral impossibility of marching his army from Ecbatana to that Sardis, before he turned his army on Babylon, renders it altogether incredible.

Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Thou hast the form of godliness in worship, in moral character, and exterior conduct, but thy faith is destitute of power and love: thy prayers fall short of heaven, and fail in pleading with God. Thou dost not run to save thy neighbours from death.

Revelation 3:4. Which have not defiled their garments. It is a fact, that in some churches they gave a white cloth to a person on his baptism, that he might keep it unsoiled; a good moral was taught by this, to keep himself unspotted from the world. They shall walk with me in white, in robes of festal joy. David wore a white robe when he brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom.

Epistle the sixth.
Revelation 3:7. Philadelphia, equivalent to fraternity, or the love of brethren. Four other cities have that name in the east, besides the great city of Philadelphia in the United States. This in Asia is twenty seven miles south-east of Sardis. The Turks call it Alah Shahr, that is, the beautiful city. At this day there are about one thousand christians in it, who speak chiefly the Arabic language. In the midst of wars and successive governments, the Lord has kept the remnant in the hour of temptation, according to his word.

Revelation 3:9. I will make them come and worship before thy feet, and know that I have loved thee. A luminous prophecy that christians shall rule the world, and that the jews should crouch at their feet, with submission and abasement. 

Revelation 3:12. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God. He shall be blessed with long life, and stedfastness in the faith. He shall come to his grave full of days, and full of grace. I will write upon him the name of my God, which will make him a free-born citizen of the heavenly Jerusalem, and an heir of all its immunities. I will also write upon him my new name, as in Revelation 2:17.

Epistle the seventh.
Revelation 3:14. Laodicea was a city and port of Caira, not far from the island of Rhode; hence the church shared in the commerce and wealth of the Levant. Over this city we mourn, as over a star that is lost in the spiritual horizon. And if there be any thing figurative in Dr. More’s seven churches, Laodicea represents the last times, of which it is said, “When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
Revelation 3:20. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. The soul of man is here compared to a house, whose door is barred and bolted against the Lord. Oh what arguments, what means he employs to gain an entrance, and bring with him all the happiness of heaven. Ah, who can resist the sweetness of his words, and the attractions of his grace.

Revelation 3:21. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my throne. Burning words; promises of superabundant grace to warm and arouse the Laodiceans to fervent piety. All things are yours, for ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord Christ, who has the seven Spirits of God, of wisdom, knowledge and understanding, who knoweth all things, tells the Sardians that they were dead, while they had the name of life only. All sin worketh death, whether presumptuous sins, or deep roots of riches and pride in the heart. The remedy is to awake, and to strengthen the things which remain; a decayed fire long neglected will surely go out. Yes, and as the name of a culprit or a traitor was erased from the records of his city, so the foul apostate whom longsuffering does not reclaim, shall he erased from the book of life. But the victorious soul shall be clothed in white raiment, the garment of glorified spirits, the high and priestly costume of heaven, of which the blood-washed robes of justification are both a figure and a pledge; and God will not blot out his name, but enroll him among the faithful citizens of Zion for ever. Happy is that saint who keeps his garments unspotted from the world. Christ will reward his fidelity by confessing him before his Father.

Philadelphia exhibits the faithfulness of God. The Lord Christ, the faithful and true witness, who has the key of David to shut and open the Lord’s house, the kingdom of heaven, testifies that he had set the minister of this church an open door for the conversion of the gentiles; and neither Trajan the emperor, nor the malicious jews of the synagogue of Satan could shut it. For though he had but a little host or company, yet he had kept Christ’s word, and therefore the Lord would enlarge his church. More still; he would keep him from the sorer storms of persecution, which should both often and generally fall on the church.

Christ addresses the church of Laodicea, as the faithful and true witness, because they conformed to the world, and were lukewarm. Now, the difference between sin and holiness, between present and eternal things is so great, that a supine indifference and carnal ease is insupportable in the eyes of heaven.

Health, peace, and riches had contributed to this state. A tree planted by a placid stream flourishes the more; but the church, like the bush of Moses, often flourishes most in the fire. — The punishment here denounced is awful. They were lukewarm, but God would not be lukewarm: he would cast them out of his mouth. A man whose profession is for Christ, but whose heart is with the world, is nauseous in his sight.

Before God strikes he warns and counsels, to buy the true riches of holiness, patience, and a heavenly heritage; to buy the white raiment before described, and eye-salve to see the corruption of life, and the heavenly hope in the light of the Lord.

If counsel will not do, correction must follow. As many as God loves he rebukes and chastens. Many are the hard strokes on those who are at ease in Zion. The gout, disease, and death; reverse of fortune, and rebellious children, for how can a careless father expect converted children.

Christ knocks at the heart of lukewarm professors, being resolved to conquer either by judgment or by mercy. Coming as a princely guest, he promises to sup with us in poverty and pain, and to return the favour in his Father’s house, and to seat his friends on the throne, making them joint heirs of all his mediatorial glory. And who for a worldly portion would risk the enjoyment of his favour and everlasting love. What man of business to gain a villa would forfeit the house which is in heaven. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11
It is proper here to assist the reader with a key to the sublime visions about to open, which has been furnished by the profound study and observation of learned men in the churches of France, Germany, and England. The events of providence, in a succession of ages, have given holy men superior light in those studies, beyond what the fathers of the primitive church could possibly attain.

After consulting those authorities, many of whose names have already been mentioned in the introduction to this prophetic book, the following, with some variations, may be considered as an outline or syllabus of what they have suggested, in order to a clearer view of the several parts of which the vision and the prophecy consist.

1. The scenery of the vision is the temple of God opened in heaven. The book with seven seals contains the seven trumpets, developed on opening the seventh seal; and the seventh trumpet contains the seven vials.

2. The second vision is the throne of God, the Lamb, the sealed book, and the opening of the seven seals, from the fourth to the eighth chapter.

3. The third vision is that of seven angels with trumpets, the sound of which was followed with great changes in the church, and in the government of the world.

4. The fourth vision is appended to the third, and presents us with an angel, holding a long reed in his hand to measure the temple of God and its courts, and fixing the prophetic period, as to how long the courts should be trodden down of the gentiles. Daniel 12:5-13. The Mahomedan desolations, and the witnesses prophesying in sackcloth, are also foretold in chapter nine to eleven.

5. The fifth vision is very comprehensive; it is the war of the Lamb with the great red dragon, mentioned in the twelfth chapter. The beasts of the first and second order are represented in chapter thirteen and fourteen. This vision comprises the seven vials, and the judgment on the harlot church, followed with songs of victory, which will require several subdivisions, from chapter sixteen to eighteen. 6. The sixth vision comprises the binding of Satan, the resurrection of the dead, and the final judgment, as will appear in the twentieth chapter.

7. The seventh vision is that of the new Jerusalem coming down from heaven, which closes the two last chapters of this mysterious book.

Revelation 4:1. A door was opened in heaven, by Christ, who has the keys of his kingdom, and the keys of death and of hell. The voice of a speaking trumpet called John to take his stand in the celestial kingdom, and see the hierarchy of heaven, watching over the church below.

Revelation 4:3. He that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone, which mystically designates the perfections of deity. A rainbow was round about the throne. All the colours of the iris are understood, but the green, as in the emerald, alone is named, the easiest colour for the eye to behold. This bow is a memorial of his covenant, as in Genesis 9:13; and a revelation of God clothed in aspects of grace and love, as was presignified by his throne of glory, the mercyseat in the Hebrew tabernacle.

Revelation 4:4. I saw four and twenty elders sitting. These represent, as many say, the twenty four courses of the priests, each of which had some one as their head; but these were not princes. The grand council of the Hebrews consisted of seventy elders; and as these in the order of nature were often aged and sick, the council of twenty three, with the highpriest at their head, made the twenty four elders. Such was the council before which the Lord of glory was arraigned.

Revelation 4:5. Out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and thunderings, and voices, designating the conflicts which the gospel should excite, fighting against the rulers of the darkness of this world. And seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God, or the manifold operations of the Holy Spirit in the illumination and adornings of the church. These Spirits being the eyes of the Lamb, cannot be seven created angels, as in Revelation 5:6.

Revelation 4:6. A sea of glass, which the molten sea in the temple, containing three thousand baths, designated. This sea of glass, like the pavement of sapphire, the azure gem seen by Moses on the mount, refracted the uncreated glory. And round about the throne were four beasts. Fie, fie! oh Jerome, to call a seraph bestia, a beast. It should be, as in Ezekiel 1., “living creatures.” 

Revelation 4:8. Full of eyes within. Ezekiel says, the colour of a beryl, approaching that of burning coals. The word of Isaiah is “seraphim,” or burning ones, crying, Holy, holy, holy. The Hebrew grammarians call this song the super- superlative; the thrice holy Jehovah, the fountain of deity, Father, Son, and Spirit. We find five other songs in this book adapted to revelations of grace and justice in the government of the church: Revelation 5:8; Revelation 7:11-12; Revelation 11:16-18; Revelation 12:10-12; Revelation 15:2-4.

Revelation 4:9-11. When those four living creatures give glory — to him that sits on the throne, the four and twenty elders fall down, and give glory, honour, and power to him who has not only made the heavens and the earth, but who created all this righteousness. The word “holy,” thrice repeated, is the same in the Spanish copies as in ours, and designates the adorable Trinity which fills the eternal throne.

REFLECTIONS.
Here opens at once the sublimest vision ever presented to the human mind, the throne, the Lamb, the seraphim, the elders, the sealed book. May we tread the hallowed scenes with sanctifying awe, and adore the wisdom of God, as providence shall unseal its counsel. John was in the Spirit. He was in a state of abstraction, and the passive organ of the Holy Ghost. The holy apostle during a sabbath was for the good of the church permitted to pass the bounds of mortals. He saw a throne, as Moses, as Isaiah, and as Daniel had seen before; but him that sat upon it he cannot describe. It was the Triune God of ineffable majesty.

The colour of the stones refracted the rays of Godhead, if I may so speak, as the highpriest’s breastplate was understood to refract the shekinah. The green jasper is named the first. — Daniel saw thrones, and men sitting on them, but John saw the number of the elders twenty four, a number of perfection, to mark that Christ’s faithful servants shall share in his glory. The lightnings and thunderings betoken the preaching of the gospel, and the roaring of Christ’s judgments. The sea of glass was a most ineffable scene, reflecting back the uncreated glory on the high Olympiad of heaven; and the saints being washed by regeneration, must be pure as this sea, and the brightest ornament of heaven.

The four living creatures seem to fly with the chariot of the Lord through the heavens, and in the church; and the cherubim have ever accompanied the Messiah. Ezekiel 1:10. Their attributes are represented by four of the most noble animals, but we have not sufficient evidence to refer these to the four evangelists. The beasts or cherubim, and the elders worshipping God in responses, as in Psalms 24:7-10, and Isaiah 6., show that angels and saints are one in heaven, and that every new discovery of God is followed by new songs of applause and worship. Oh melody transporting! Oh worship unspeakable! The supreme of felicity, and surpassing all conception. And if this preparation for revelation be so sublime, what may we not expect, when the ultimate glory of the church shall be displayed? 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14
Revelation 5:1. I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne, a book, a large staff, with seven sheets of parchment written on both sides, and at the last coil of each parchment, a seal was fixed, with strings appended to the seals. These indicated secresy, and that no man must open the book without power and authority. This book, arcana Dei, contains the secrets of God’s counsel and love to his church and people. It demonstrates a God enthroned in Zion, and encouraging her in all her severe conflicts with the dragon, the beast, the false prophet, and the harlot church.

Revelation 5:3. No man in heaven, nor in earth, neither in hades or under the earth, was able to open the book. This taught all created intelligences to feel their ignorance and inability, and to worship Him who has a name above every name.

Revelation 5:5. Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah — hath prevailed. Jacob foretold that Judah should have the sceptre, should prevail as a lion, and that the Messiah should descend in his line. Genesis 49:9. Here the deity of Christ is revealed. Who could comprehend the providence of the Eternal, but he who says, “As the Father knoweth the Son, even so know I the Father?”

Revelation 5:6-7. Lo, in the midst of the throne, and of the four living creatures, a Lamb was standing as (if) it had been slain. Here the Redeemer enters on his mediatorial functions. He came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat on the throne. — The identity of the Lamb is marked by his wounds, the tokens of love he ever bears towards the human kind. He appears bearing before the throne seven horns of omnipotence, to execute judgment and justice in the sevenfold economy or periods of providence. His seven eyes of flame “run through the earth.” Zechariah 4:10.

Revelation 5:9. They sung a new song, which heaven had never heard before. The theme is, love beyond degree; redemption from the foul fiend, the curse of the law, and the dominion of death; and the gift of righteousness by faith, with power to overcome the world, and reign on earth. Sublime is the subject, and joyful is the song.

Revelation 5:11-14. The number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, or as Paul says, an innumerable company of angels, saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, as Lord of heaven and earth; and riches of grace; and wisdom, even the manifold wisdom of God in the redemption of the world; and strength in the subjugation of all his foes, till all are put under his feet; and honour, in the willing accession of all nations in the day of his power; and glory, in his exaltation at the right hand of the Father; and blessing, in the ceaseless worship of all his saints. And the four living creatures said, Amen; and all the choirs subsided in the worship of him, the triune God, that liveth for ever and ever.

REFLECTIONS.
The book in the hand of him that sitteth upon the throne is the scroll of sacred prophecy, containing the mysteries of his eternal providence, which things the angels desire to look into. It is written within and without, on each side of the seven grand sheets; for it contains the history of the world, and of the church. But God in answer to the prayer of faith can lengthen the periods of his favour, or shorten the days of tribulation.

The mighty angel cried in vain for any one to come forward and take and unseal the book; all kept their places, and looked on in silence and suspense; but John, being yet a mortal man, wept much, because no angel, and no prophet on earth, nor any saint under the earth, in hades or in paradise, was able to unravel the mysteries of providence and grace. Let us learn to weep and wait, and in due time we shall know the good and perfect will of God.

We have next John’s comfort, and the church’s glory. The Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed. He forced his way through the curse inflicted on man, through the bands of death, and the malice of demons, to the throne of God. He is the heir, and the prince of the kings of the earth; but he does not stand at the head of the human kind under the throne, and among the worshippers; his place is in the midst of the throne, because his glorified humanity and his divine nature is one mysterious person.

We have next a triune song offered up to the Triune God for the glory of redemption and the marvels of providence. Rise, oh my soul, rise from thy dull and sinful slumber. Rise and look through this high door of the celestial temple, and so contemplate the worship of heaven, and listen to its songs, that earth may never more engross thy heart. The spirits of just men made perfect, being most indebted, begin the new and grateful hymn; and with the highest strains of harp and voice. To these they join the most fragrant odours of the heart; they praise the Lamb for his redeeming love, and ceaseless care in opening the book.

The holy angels, countless in number, form the second choir, and utter a second and most appropriate song. The Lamb, about to open the seven seals which comprehend the seven periods of providence till the mystery of God shall be finished, they praise in a sevenfold ascription of homage; power and riches, wisdom and strength, honour and glory, and blessing. This is indeed to sing with the Spirit, and with the understanding.

The third part of the homage paid to the Lord Christ, on his inauguration, is the general chorus of saints and angels, and every creature in heaven and earth, in which they glorify the Lamb in the very words of praise offered to the Godhead in the preseding chapter. The twenty four elders, and the four beasts or cherubims do it with prostration at his feet; because he is one substance with the Father. Love and adore, oh ye nations, for he is the Lord, he is God alone. How base then are the Arian critics on this chapter. Instead of joining in this song, they bite their chains, and rack their wits to prove the ignorance of Jesus Christ. Truly they form the dark shades of the throng, as the man without the wedding garment, who was presently cast into outer darkness. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-17
Revelation 6:1. One of the living creatures, that is, the lion, with a voice roaring like thunder, said, Come and see. The saints must keep their eyes on what the Lord is doing in the earth.

Revelation 6:2. He went forth conquering, and to conquer. Christ having put down the jews, gave power to the apostles to subdue the nations to the faith; and the word of the Lord had free course, and was glorified.

Revelation 6:4. There went out another horse that was red, whose rider was invested with power to take peace from the earth. The Roman empire, from the time of Nero to the reign of Constantine, knew little but wars, and rebellions in the provinces.

Revelation 6:5-6. And lo, a black horse, designating great scarcity and famine, when all sorts of provisions should be sold by weight and measure, for a denarion of silver in times of plenty would buy half a dozen chenixs, or measures of corn or pulse; that is, about one quart, the quantity given to a slave for one day. These times of famine followed the above wars, when agriculture was neglected. Mr. Mede applies this seal to the reign of the emperor Septimius Severus, and subjoins two proclamations of his to regulate the price of wheat.

Revelation 6:8. Behold, a pale horse, whose rider was death. He came at the consummation of crimes with consummate punishments. Mede puts the progress of the pale horse to the wars and troubles in the reign of the emperor Maximinus, in the year 235.

Revelation 6:9-11. I saw under the altar, at the feet of Christ, the great martyr, the souls of them that were slain, cruelly slain with the sword.

Revelation 6:12-13. I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake. Though σεισμος be generally rendered earthquake, yet here it figuratively denotes the shaking of the Roman world, and the obscuration of their sun. Great revolutions have happened in moments of the profoundest peace, as when Babylon said, I am, and shall see no sorrow. It was the same with the French revolution, in 1789; all was courtly pleasure and profound repose. The Roman senators, brilliant stars in wealth, and in bloody persecutions of the saints, fell from their glory in the civil wars; and during this earthquake all the idols of Greece and Rome fell to the ground, like dagon before the ark.

Revelation 6:14. The heavens departed as a scroll, which, when the right hand lets the parchment go, coils up into its wonted form. See Isaiah 34:4. Ezekiel 2:10. This prophecy is very remarkable, for at that time the Roman empire was in its utmost splendour. No nation dared in that age to contend with Rome.

Revelation 6:15. The kings of the earth — hid themselves in the dens and rocks of the mountains. Poole, after giving five applications of this seal, finally applies it to the defeat of the wicked and cruel persecutors of the saints, by Constantine the great.

On the death of his father, the Roman soldiers in York, and England, proclaimed him emperor. On his arrival at Rome he liberated the city from tyranny, and defeated Maxentius, who was drowned in the Tiber. While engaged in these civil wars, and looking for aid from titular deities, it struck his mind that Dioclesian, who rigidly worshipped the gods, had been unhappy in his affairs, and that Constantius, his father, who had renounced the superstition of the Greeks, had led a more happy and prosperous life. While in this dilemma, being on a march, he saw, a little while after noon, a pillar of light, in figure like a cross. The persons about the emperor saw the same sign in the heavens.

The night following, continues Socrates, Christ appeared to him in his sleep, and said, Make a standard like that which appeared to thee, and display it as an infallible banner of victory: in hoc signo vinces, by this thou shalt conquer. And so it proved. Maxentius was driven into the Tiber; and afterwards Licinius in the east was defeated in many battles by sea and land. — In those civil and protracted wars, the vanquished rebels not expecting quarter, hid themselves in dens and caves of the earth, and paid in their own and in their children’s lives, for the profusion of the blood of christians shed during the ten years that Dioclesian, and after him Licinius, had persecuted the church.

Socrates writes thus far; but in the life of Constantine by Eusebius, cap. 27., the account of this banner is more copiously related. He also adds, that he received the account, viva voce, from the emperor’s own lips. Certainly the grand crisis of salvation to an empire, and the peace of a bleeding church, are worthy of the interposition of heaven. Dr. Cave, in his Latin work on the writings of the fathers, ed. fol. 1688, confirms the above with many collateral evidences. This vision had such an effect on the jews at Rome, that twelve thousand of them received baptism, besides a multitude of others.

REFLECTIONS.
The sealed book is opened with thunders, as was the law on Sinai, to mark the majesty of God, and the shaking of the earth. The opening of the first seal represents Christ going forth from Jerusalem to spread the gospel, and the white horse betokens his rectitude and purity. His arrows are his words, which wound the penitent unto healing, but the impenitent unto death. And the crown is a sure pledge of final conquest.

The red horse indicates the cruel emperors and kings, who were bloody persecutors of the church. Adrian slew twelve hundred thousand jews; and very bloody wars and rebellions prevailed till the establishment of Constantine on the throne. The great sword given to this rider is highly expressive of the Roman power, which trampled the nations with its iron feet.

The black horse is thought to indicate the dark times of heresy, and of Arianism in particular, which overspread the church. Add to this, as heresy led to licentiousness, God punished the nations with famine and short harvests; so that bread was weighed with great exactness, and a man’s earning would do little more than buy bread for the day.

The pale horse exhibits death inflicting Israel’s three plagues, of famine, sword, and pestilence on the Roman world, which included the south of Europe, all the west, and all western Asia. God’s strokes are harder and harder on the impenitent nations. The date of this seal is fixed from the beginning of the reign of Maximinius. Eight even of the emperors perished miserably in about thirty years. And what is most awful, hell followed with enlarged jaws to receive her prey; and one fourth of the empire perished by the visitation of God. The last periods of pagan Rome exhibited the dregs of wickedness, and the sublime of vengeance.

Losing sight of the horses and their riders, a new and higher scene next opens at the feet of Christ, who is our altar. It is the souls of the martyrs under the Dioclesian and other persecutions, which began in the year three hundred and three, and continued till three hundred and thirteen; and no war was ever more bloody and destructive. The christians had enjoyed forty years of comparative repose, and were greatly multiplied in all parts of the empire. Hence in this tenth and last persecution there were more martyrs than in all the former. Seventeen thousand perished the first month; and one hundred and forty four thousand were slain in Egypt, besides seven hundred thousand who were banished. This persecution was not only severe, but general through the empire; for the pagans found their temples in danger. But Christ gathered their precious souls to his feet, and placed them nearest to himself, the model of martyrs. Their characters had been blackened on earth, but he clothed them in flowing white robes, badges of righteousness, victory, and joy. The prayers of these martyrs were heard, the cry of blood has a voice which pierces heaven; but they were bidden to rest awhile, the wicked must fill up their measure, and then heaven will strike. The blood of these martyrs was scarcely washed from their streets, before Constantine destroyed and exiled the wicked. In Jezebel’s case vengeance did not sleep more than half an age; but in the French persecution, it slumbered till the third and fourth generation; and during the late revolution, it fell in a full shower on all the old families who massacred the protestants. See the note on Exodus 20:5.

The opening of the sixth seal has been vaguely expounded of the punishment of antichrist by the old doctors, and by the popish critics. But our Mede, according to the excellent wisdom given him of God, has applied it with striking harmony and propriety to the total fall of paganism in the Roman empire. This was a moral earthquake; their political heaven became black, and saw no more day. The priests, prefects, and princes fell from their dignity, as the stars of the empire, and in the middle of life, as a figtree casteth her untimely fruit when shaken by a tempest. They hid themselves in dens and caves where they could; for this was the wrath of the Lamb for the blood of his martyrs. His meekness turned to fury, his love kindled to anger, and his longsuffering burst in unexpected vengeance. So the pagan heaven departed, as we lose sight of a scroll of parchment when it is rolled together. And this vengeance augurs the remaining cup which shall be poured on the wicked in the latter day, and at the end of the world. Thus, I believe, these six seals are clearly explained, and as fully understood as any other accomplished prophecies. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17
This whole chapter seems to be an episode, thrown in between the opening of the sixth and the seventh seal.

Revelation 7:1. And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth. East, west, north, and south of the whole Roman world. These angels are variously understood. Dr. Hammond confines the vision chiefly to the affairs of the jews, which does not apparently synchronize with the subsequent events on the church and the world. Storms of wind in prophetic language denote national calamities. When Jeremiah was thundering against the nations, the Lord said, “Upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them.” Jeremiah 49:36. This suspension does not appear to be longer than to allow the sealing of the saints with the name of God in their foreheads.

The general opinion of enlightened men is, that those four angels are ministers of the divine visitations on the whole of the old Roman world, and that the holding back of their arm was a period of the longsuffering of God, to give men time for repentance. Then the Goths, the Vans, the Huns, the whole swarm of the northern hive, overran Italy, Gaul, and Spain, marking their career with destruction in every form.

Of this tremendous irruption on Italy and Rome our Saxon chronicle, of unimpeached accuracy, speaks thus. Anno 435. Her Gotan abroecon Rome burh, ande nefre syththan Romane ne ricsodan on Brytene: — Thaet waes embe xi hund wintra ande x wintra thaet the heo getimbred was: — Ealles, hi rixodon on Brytene feower hund wintra ande seouanti wintra, syththan Gaius Julius that lond aerost ge-sohte. “This year, 435, the Goths plundered the city of Rome, and never since have the Romans reigned in Britain. This was about eleven hundred winters, and ten winters after that she was ge-timbered: [our first towns and first churches were built of wood.] In all, they reigned in Britain four hundred winters, and seventy winters, since Julius Cæsar first sought this land.” — The dark ages then followed on the church.

Revelation 7:2-3. I saw another angel ascending from the east — saying, hurt not the earth — till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. Proofs indubitable that they were so sealed; for when the Goths stormed Rome, the christians fled to their churches, and awaited the events in prayer. Their lives were spared, and more than spared, for the christians presently found that one part of the invading army were brothers, whose fathers, about the year 350, had been converted to the christian faith by Ulphilas, missionary among the Goths, and translator of the four gospels, and the codex argenteus of the Swedes.

Revelation 7:4-8. I heard the number of them that were sealed — one hundred and forty four thousand. The number of the twelve tribes is assumed here to indicate perfection, and to do honour to the church of the firstborn, who had the promises in Abraham. But most assuredly the twelve tribes are names merely assumed, for Judah has but twelve thousand, from whom the great body of the jews now claim descent. The smaller tribes had no such numbers. Besides, as Manasseh and Joseph are named here, Dan is of necessity omitted, else the tribes had been thirteen. Dan was the first in idolatry, therefore his name is here blotted from the book of remembrance. In this catalogue, Judah stands first as the regal tribe; and Joseph is substituted for Ephraim. By consequence, this vision has nothing to do with the jews, beyond that of farther honouring the first that believed, as the mother church of the gentile hosts; the children of the promise being, according to Paul, accounted for the seed.

Revelation 7:9. A great multitude, as St. Paul called the converted gentiles in his day; for the willing hosts of the nations are numerous as the drops of morning dew.

Revelation 7:10-12. Cried with a loud voice, in a sevenfold song of glory to God, as illustrated on Revelation 5:12.

Revelation 7:14. These are they which came out of great tribulation, and particularly during the ten years of sore persecution under Dioclesian, when they suffered death in every form of tortures, and exile.

Revelation 7:15. He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them, as he once dwelt in the tabernacle, and dwelt in our flesh, John 1:14, for the Greek word in all those places is the same. The men expatriated and despised on earth, are gathered home to the temple of glory in heaven. 

Revelation 7:17. He shall lead them to living fountains of water. This figure is more expressive to those who live adjacent to sandy deserts, where fountains of water are rare.

REFLECTIONS.
Having followed the counsel of heaven in the six seals, we are now called to review the interior care of God over the church. This care is conspicuous in every age. Before he suffered the Chaldeans to take Jerusalem, he set a mark on those that sighed for the wickedness of the place. And now before he sent forth the long menaced vengeance on the nations of Europe, he gave the four ministers of his fury a divine charge to suspend their commission till he had sealed the servants of God in their forehead. The angel sent to destroy Sodom could do nothing till Lot had reached his Zoar.

The next grand scene is the gentile church, which far surpassed the converted circumcision in numbers. Of these the prophet had said, Sing, oh barren, that bearest not, for the desolate woman hath many more children than she which hath a husband. Isaiah 54:1. And all heaven, seeing prophecy accomplished, sing also, ascribing salvation to God and the Lamb, in coëqual praise. Let us trace the characters of the gentile church during the three first centuries.

They were pure and holy: they washed their robes from pagan idolatry, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This is the blood of atonement and propitiation, which cleanseth from all sin. It can wash away the sins of the house of David, and of Jerusalem. It can wash the heart from wickedness. When we look on him who was humble, and meek, and forgiving; our pride and anger, and revenge all die away.

They were also a very pious people. Like Anna, they were daily in the house of God; and they sighed for religious worship when the houses of devotion could not be opened. Hence it is said, they shall serve God day and night in his temple. The rewards of glory shall correspond with the wishes of the heart.

They were a persecuted people. The philosophers laughed at their hope, and the priests hated them through interest and pride. The populace, till they knew better, were furious against them, because by their holy example they condemned the world. Yes, and if we are faithful as we ought to be, we shall disturb the carnal world, and excite its hatred, or effect its conversion.

They were poor and afflicted. Hunger, thirst, and heat imply their poverty, greatly augmented by persecution; and that they had to work in the middle of the day under a vertical sun, while the wicked could enjoy their sofa and the shade. No matter; they suffered less from hunger than the wicked from intemperance. They had a pure conscience, a grateful soul, and balmy sleep refreshed their weary limbs.

The gentile church was a weeping people. They bedewed with tears a country stained with crimes. They grieved to see grace despised, demons adored, and the name of God blasphemed. They often wept to see so many precious souls, and many of them their dearest relatives, lie secure, and wanton in the miseries of crime. But oh, what treasures of blessedness had heaven in store for the faithful seed!

Those sun-burnt faces, smiling with the graces of innocence, which the wicked strive in vain to affect, were shortly to shine as the angels of God. Those well clouted coats were about to give place to the priestly stole, and to the princely costume of heaven. Those tears, already crystalized with joy, were about to be wiped away with the sunshine of eternal day, and all this oppression to be superseded by the palm of triumph and joy in the presence of God and the Lamb. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-13
Revelation 8:1. When he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. The holy prophets in receiving revelations sought to be silent, calm, and abstracted from earthly ideas. So in the temple, while Zachariah was burning incense within, the people prayed in silence without. Luke 1:10.

Revelation 8:2. Seven trumpets. The first design of those trumpets was to avenge the blood of the martyrs on the cruel idolaters of the Roman world; and the sound of the trumpet is a speaking figure of excitement to war, and to all the horrors which follow in its train.

The sounding of the trumpets have likewise the closest connection with the effusion of the seven vials, as is expressed by the sacred text. The earth, or Roman world, is the object of the first trumpet, and of the first vial. — The sea, is the object of the second trumpet, and of the second vial. — The fountains and rivers are the objects of the third. — The sun is the object of the fourth. — The kingdom of the beast is the object of the fifth. — The Turkish empire is designated by the sixth trumpet, which looses the four angels in the Euphrates. The sixth vial is poured out on the Euphrates, the great river which runs through the centre of the Mahomedan powers. — The seventh superinduces lightnings, thunders, earthquakes, and great hail: Revelation 11:19. All these denote the shaking of the nations, as in Haggai 2:6. Hebrews 12:26.

Revelation 8:3-4. Another angel came and stood at the altar. Some think this was Michael the prince and protector of the church; but the incense which he offered on the golden altar indicates the presence of the great highpriest of our profession, perfuming the prayers of the saints with the merits of his sacrifice.

Revelation 8:5. The angel took the censer and filled it with fire of the altar. By this we understand the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of burning, the Spirit of a jealous and angry God, scattering fire on the earth.

Revelation 8:7. The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood. The irruption of the northern nations on Italy, Dalmatia, Thessalia, as Sigonius and St. Jerome testify, burning towns, ravishing matrons and virgins, capturing aged bishops, killing presbyters, and all men who stood in their way. These ravages commenced about the year 376, and continued for many years.

Revelation 8:8-9. The second angel sounded, and as (if) it were a great mountain, the old Roman empire, burning with fire, was cast into the sea of troubles and confusion by the wide-spreading wars of the Vandals, the Franks, and others which reached all parts of Gaul, and ultimately the whole nation of Spain. Those irruptions of the barbarians commenced about the year of Christ 406. They crossed the Rhine on the first day of January 407, and entered Belgia, when the river might possibly be frozen over, and a passage opened by the hand of heaven. They do not appear to have met with any power to oppose their progress.

On the word, το τριτον, the third part, I find many opinions, but perhaps it is what seems plainly denoted, that the third part of Europe was either slain or wasted by their wars. In that case, the scourges had their limits. Our critics are, it would seem, all misguided, who confine those two trumpets to jewish affairs; for what had the jews to do with the seas?

Revelation 8:10-11. The third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven. This designates a conqueror, as Balaam said, “a star shall rise out of Jacob, and shall smite the corners of Moab.” Mr. Whiston refers this to the terrible Attila, who in the year 442, and thence to 452, marched a great army along the Danube, and crossed the Rhine, and thence returned to Lombardy. Sigonius calls him metus orbis, and flagellum Dei. The terror of the earth, and the scourge of God. — If all men expound the four beasts of Daniel of the conflicts of empires, why may not the trumpets of John be illustrated in like manner? War and peace, rewards and punishments, are the cares of a God.

Revelation 8:12. The fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars. Hence followed the intellectual and moral obscuration of the sun of Europe. All libraries were burned, all schools annihilated, and the verdure of the earth was withered. No traces of literature remained, except some sparks glimmering in a few convents, which had escaped the general desolation. Of the true character of those dogs of war, allow me to translate a specimen from the Belles Lettres of M. Thomas, member of the French Academy. The warrior had landed with a small army in England, and being vanquished, was condemned to die by serpents. The following expiring speech is put into the mouth of this warrior and poet. “What is the destiny of a valiant man, when denied the glory to fall in war? Is he worthy to live that never received a wound? He leads an indolent life as a coward that never made use of his soul. When the sword is unsheathed, it is the warrior’s duty to meet the warrior. I revere the man that never flinched from foe. This is the glory of a man of honour; and every youth who aspires at marriage, must first distinguish himself as prompt and bold in battle No; in the palace of the powerful Odin, there is no man that shrunk at the aspect of death. I do not approach Odin with the voice of despair. Oh how my children would fly to arms, if they knew the calamity of their father, devoured by a multitude of serpents! I have provided them a mother adequate to inspire them with courage. My last moments approach. The slow fangs of the serpents assail me with a cruel death: one of them is entwined about my breast. But I hope that the sword of my children shall be dipped in the blood of my enemies. I have fifty one times unfurled the standard of battle, having from youth been accustomed to stain my sword with blood. My hopes then were, that no prince on earth would surpass me in valour. But I await the goddesses of death, who call me hence. — I follow you. — It would be cowardice to regret to die. It is time to close my songs. The goddesses invite me away: they approach. Odin has sent them to me from his palace. I shall sit exalted in his presence. The goddesses shall pour me out an immortal beverage. It is done. The periods of life expire. — I go smiling in death.”

REFLECTIONS.
The six seals brought us to the end of the pagan empire of Rome; but the seventh, the great and last seal, including the trumpets and vials, reaches down to the end of time, when the mystery of God shall be finished. The ancient doctors did not understand the application of these trumpets, because they were unaccomplished; hence they talk of antichrist, and of the punishment of the wicked in the end of the world.

The scene opens in heaven, with the silent suspense and deep attention of angels for about half an hour, the usual time of silence in the temple while the priest burnt incense; and some say, figurative of the peace of the church under Constantine. In his reign, the pagans in general conformed to the religion of the court, knowing little of christianity, except the creed and the ten commandments, required as preparatory to baptism. The homage they had paid to the gods, was now transferred to the martyrs. The Arian controversy having broken out, they embraced it. Hence they never were spiritually part of the church. They were the third and fourth generation of the pagans who had massacred and martyred about a million of christians under Dioclesian.

While the prayers of the true saints were presented to the Father as grateful incense, through the merits of Christ, these men, pagans in morals and apostates in faith, were only reprieved till the first angel sounded his trumpet. Then the Goths finding the empire weak, issued forth under Alaric, as hail and fire, on the cities of Turkey in Europe; and blood flowed without measure in their course. The trees, or great ones, and the grass or common people, were reduced one third in population. Jerome, who lived in those times, describes their course, as marked with every indignity barbarians could offer to human nature and the weaker sex. These calamities began about the year 380.

The second trumpet, casting a burning mountain into the sea, (an idea apparently derived from Vesuvius) seems to mark the irruption of the Goths into Italy. They pillaged and burnt Rome in the year 410, and spread terror and carnage over all the north of Italy first, and then to the extremities of the south.

The third trumpet hurled a bitter star or meteor on all the rivers and fountains of Europe, which according to Mr. Mede, seems to mark the wide spreading calamities of the northern hive that swarmed with ravages and carnage, from the Danube to the rock of Gibraltar.

The fourth trumpet darkened the sun of the old Roman empire with an everlasting cloud by a fresh invasion of Italy in the year 476, and broke it up into about ten kingdoms, as Daniel had predicted by the ten toes, partly of iron, and partly of clay: Daniel 2:40-43. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21
Revelation 9:1-2. The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star, the vile impostor Mahomed, fall from heaven unto the earth. And to him was given the key of the bottomless pit: it should read, the keys of the abyss. This is the tartarus, as in the Greek of 2 Peter 2:4. The Waldenses understood this of papal darkness, and the overflowing of cruel persecution; but more sober wisdom confines it to the Saracen and the Turkish armies and conquests. — And there arose a smoke out of the pit, as of a volcano before a dreadful eruption, denoting the loss of learning, the loss of wisdom, and of true religion.

Revelation 9:3. There came out of the smoke locusts, countless in number; and as the east wind brings the locusts, so the Saracens came from the east. Locusts eat up all the verdure, and make the fields resemble deserts; but these locusts, being maraudering armies, were commanded not to hurt the fruitful fields, nor the trees, but only the men, the apostate Arians, who had not the seal of the living God.

Revelation 9:5. Tormented five months, or as in Revelation 9:15, for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year. Reckoning a day for a year, this would be three hundred and ninety six years, and one hundred and six days, as in Mr. Whiston. This period is thought to commence in the year of Christ 1300, or the seven hundredth year of the Hegira, when the Ottoman power began to invade Europe. That power began confessedly in the course of that year, making 1301. To this we add the three hundred and ninety six years, amounting in all to 1697 years, the very time when prince Eugene gave the Ottomans a total defeat, which was followed by the peace of Carlowitz. Here their power to torment the christians of the western empire ceased.

Revelation 9:8. They had hair as the hair of women, fine tresses of which they were proud.

Revelation 9:11. They had a king over them — whose name is אבדון Abaddon, the destroyer. Such indeed is the character of Satan in the spiritual world, and such also was the character of the Ottoman conquests.

Revelation 9:13-15. And the sixth angel sounded — Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. In bishop Burnett’s history of his own times, is found the following ingenious note. “Dr. Lloyd, bishop of Worcester, has been studying the book of revelation for twenty years with great exactness, and amazing diligence; and has said, long before the present year, that peace between the Turks and Papal christians was certainly to be made in the year 1698, which he illustrates thus.

“The four angels bound in the river Euphrates he expounds of four Turkish captains of forces, who till then were subject to the sultan of Babylon, [or Bagdad] were to be loosed, freed from the yoke, and to set up for themselves. And these were prepared to slay the third part of men, for an hour, a day, a month, and a year. He reckons the year in St. John as the Julian year of three hundred and sixty five days, a month is thirty of those days, and a day makes one; which when added to the former number, make three hundred and ninety six. Now, he proves from historians, that Ottoman came and began his conquests at Proussé, in the year 1302, to which the former number being added, in which they were to slay the third part of men, it must end in 1698! And though the historians do not mark the hour or the twelfth part of the day, yet the bishop is confident, if that ever is known, the prophecy will be found in that to be accomplished.

“After this [the year 1698] he thinks their time of hurting the papal christians will be at an end. They may indeed hurt the Muscovite (or Russian) christians, or persecute their own christian subjects, but they can do no more hurt to the Roman catholic communion.”

Certainly, these are calculations of admirable accuracy. The Ottoman power, since 1698, has certainly been enfeebled; and being less able to move its enormous limbs, it has made no advances on christian kingdoms.

REFLECTIONS.
The four barbarian trumpets or irruptions of the northern nations over all Europe, were sore calamities, but the three remaining woes were still greater. The fifth trumpet opens the bottomless pit of Mahomedan errors, impiety, and carnage; for that religion, designed to remove the christian candlestick out of its place, was fabricated in hell. The great smoke betokens the destruction of literature, and the awful darkness of the Mahomedan imposture. The sixth trumpet respects the Turkish empire in Asia. Mr. Mede gives us a list of the kings who established themselves, one at Bagdad, another at Iconium in Cappadocia, another at Aleppo, and another at Damascus. These four angels were bound about the Euphrates till the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, so as not to make any great conquests. The crusades of the christian powers checked and kept them in awe for a long time. They are the horsemen, or the Gog and Magog, of Ezekiel: Ezekiel 38:4. Now, the loosings of these kings is a permission of providence to push their conquests into Europe.

This may refer to the commencement of the Ottoman empire, under the high title of Sultan. The object of loosing these four angels was to slay the third part of men; and who can doubt but they did this wherever they came. We have only to read their history to recognise the fact. Besides, this trumpet reaches down to the use of gunpowder in war, plainly indicated by fire, smoke, and brimstone coming out of their mouths. The Turks at the siege of Constantinople bombarded the city, and made it the seat of their empire in 1453, when Mahomed the second took it by storm. D’Vigne places this in 1454. They took Egypt also in the year 1517, as Daniel had foretold: Daniel 11:42. It is true also, that the rest of the men, the church of Rome more especially than the Greeks, repented not of their worship of demons, whose idols were the work of their own hands. Neither was there any reformation of manners in regard to robbery, wickedness, and war. Mr. Mede refers the seventh trumpet to the battle of Armageddon, or the final fall of antichrist. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-11
Revelation 10:1. And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven. Sir Isaac Newton says, a created angel, because he does not swear by himself. But it must be recollected that Christ assumes different characters in addressing the seven churches, conformably to the mediatorial duties which devolved upon him. He is here represented as being clothed with a cloud, having a rainbow upon his head, his face like the brightness of the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire; all denoting the presence of the deity. Ezekiel 1:28. Revelation 4:3.

Revelation 10:2. He had in his hand a little book open. The parchment unfolded for reading, a book of prophecies which he came to illustrate by their accomplishment. And he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left on the earth, as the Lord of the sea and of the dry land. Elsewhere, the church is described as the foundation, and the fluctuating nations are called “the multitude of the waters.”

Revelation 10:3. And he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth. The wrath of a king is as the roaring of a lion; the seven thunders also from the clouds responded in succession to the terror of his words, the thunderbolts of Jehovah to be hurled against his foes.

Revelation 10:4. Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. Daniel was likewise commanded to seal up the vision of the evening and the morning, because it was for many days: Daniel 8:26. St. Paul, speaking of the Man of sin, says with great delicacy, “Only he [the Roman power] that now letteth, will let, until he be taken out of the way. Then shall that wicked One be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume.”

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8. Nevertheless, the secret of the Lord is with those that fear him. Paul, and the other apostles, had a perfect idea of the burning of Jerusalem, and of the dispersion of the jews. To guess at those seven thunderbolts is too assuming in short-sighted mortals: conjectures are irrelevant.

Revelation 10:5-6. And the angel — lifted up his hand to heaven; the attitude of swearing among all nations. Psalms 63:4. He swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, the earth, and the seas, that time should be no longer; that he would bear no longer with the fourth monarchy, the bloody and idolatrous Rome, as described by the prophet in three distinct visions. Daniel 2:40-45; Daniel 7:23; Daniel 8:23-26.

Now, as the Messiah was pleased to uplift the curtains of the future to the beloved Daniel, and after showing him the wars and afflictions of the church for more than a thousand years, it was proper that the same angel of the covenant, the Lord Christ, should come again, and confirm the truth of prophecy by a dissolution of this fourth empire, and break off the clay which gave shape and figure to the ten iron toes of the image, and then divide his empire into ten kingdoms. Thus would he cheer the saints with the assurance, that in the midst of those wars and desolations, “the God of heaven would set up an everlasting kingdom, which should not be left to other people.”

Nor should it escape remark, that while the false prophets in Judah were auguring eternal glory to their temple, and Jeremiah was denouncing its ruin: so now, while all the poets were flattering Rome with an uninterrupted succession of glory, this great Angel of the church was repeating his oath, that the time of the Roman power should be no longer. Daniel 12:7.

Hæc erit æternæ series ab origine Romæ.
Martial burns incense at the same shrine, calling Rome an earthly goddess, and promising her perpetuity of glory.

Terrarum DEA, gentiumque Roma, Cui par est nihil, et nihil secundum. Epigr. lib. 12. ep. 8.
I am quite surprised at Mr. Lowman’s translation of the Greek, “that the time shall not be yet!” I can find no version, nor gloss, that supports such a reading. It diverts the oath from the dissolution of the fourth empire, to the establishment of the fifth monarchy, the kingdom of Christ.

Revelation 10:8-10. The little book — take and eat it up. Let the prophecies and the promises be the food of thy soul by day, and thy meditation by night. Love the holy scriptures, as Jerome says, and wisdom will love thee. It shall be sweet in thy mouth as the delicious fruits of the tree of life. But bitter in thy belly [stomach] when called to prophesy in sackcloth, and fight with the horned lamb. Surely no scientific man would translate κοιλια, and בשׂן beten, Ezekiel 3:3, by any word but that of stomach, where the food is received.

Revelation 10:11. He said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples and nations. The fall of the old empire and the rise of the new kingdoms must not interrupt the ministry, how much soever it may be inconvenienced by the catastrophes of war. Christianity will conquer the conquering Goths, and make them the best of christians. Tell thy successors to be strong in the Lord, and that all the barbarians of the north will be converted, and build churches and temples surpassing in architecture the pride of the Greeks. This amiable philosophy will soften their ferocious manners, and in the latter day, cause wars to cease to the ends of the earth.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord Christ having opened the sealed book, the little open book is brought to John by an angel; for the gospel is open to all that hear. He must eat it as Ezekiel did. This book was sweet as honey to the taste, gathered from the flowers of paradise, but it was bitter in the belly when persecution comes, and when exile and martyrdom follow for the testimony of Jesus. This prophecy could not be for John himself to preach the gospel before many nations, for he was now old: and it could not properly, as Dr. Allix suggests in Whiston, refer to the times of the emperors, for then there were only governors or viceroys. It must therefore refer to the times of antichrist, when the empire contained many kings. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-19
Revelation 11:1. There was given me a reed like unto a rod — to measure the temple of God, the new-testament church. The prophet of old had a similar vision, and all the prophets spake of the enlargement of Christ’s kingdom. Ezekiel 40:2-5. Micah 4:1-2. John also was to measure the altar which stood in the inner court; and the altar here is figuratively understood, as in the epistles of Ignatius, who considered a separation from the altar as an exclusion from the church. The altar is a commemoration of the death of Christ, and he who eats the sacramental bread, eats the food of immortality. Those, and those only who worship before this throne, and worship in Spirit and in truth, are the true church, the living temple of the living God.

Revelation 11:2. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not. What an awful charge is this; a charge which excludes all nominal christians, like the foolish virgins, from the kingdom of God. Oh Nicodemus, how learned soever you may be as a doctor of the law, you must be born again. — It has been justly remarked by Mr. Fletcher, that Luther cleared away the rubbish, but still the sanctuary wanted adorning with revivals of pure religion. These courts, according to Daniel 12:7, and repeated here by John, must be profaned for forty two months, that is, as the jews themselves allow, 1260 years: and this period, whose commencement is known with certainty to God alone, may notwithstanding be safely reckoned from the gradual decay of the old empire to the rise of the ten kingdoms. Our hope is, that the time for God’s afflicted witnesses to prophesy in sackcloth is now about gradually to expire, when Christ’s dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. Zechariah 9:10.

Revelation 11:3. I will give power to my two witnesses, the number required by the law. Deuteronomy 19:15. The christian fathers remark, that God has often raised up a right-hand man, as a support to a faithful witness, Aaron went with Moses. Elijah prepared and trained up Elisha. Zerubbabel and Joshua were the ancient olive trees who caused the lamps to burn anew in the sanctuary. Our Saviour also sent the apostles out two and two. This evidence chiefly regards the testimony of our Lord’s resurrection, as stated in Revelation 2:13, in reference to Antipas the faithful martyr. In addition to which, Ignatius, when writing to the church of Smyrna, and when going to fight with beasts, says, “I know that Christ, after his resurrection, was in the flesh, and I believe that he is so still. For when he came to those who were with Peter, he said to them, take, handle me, and see that I am not an incorporeal dæmon. They then handled him, and believed, being alike convinced by his flesh, and by his spirit. For this cause they despised death, and were found invincible to its fears.” — Sect, 3. But the ark is called the testimony, and the christian scriptures the new testament; many therefore call these God’s two witnesses.

The time of the two witnesses to prophesy in sackcloth is fixed to the period of 1260 years, in Daniel, and in John; and is associated with four distinctive departments of the antichristian oppression of the saints.

1. The outward court of the church, neglected and unmeasured, lies in ruins for forty two months: Revelation 11:2.

2. The witnesses prophesy in sackcloth during the same period, mourning, like Daniel, for the desolations of the sanctuary.

3. The woman flees into the wilderness, to the retreats and places which God had prepared for her: Revelation 12:6. This period is repeated in Revelation 11:14. To the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time, (a year) and times, (two years) and a half time, (six months) or 1260 years, designated by 1260 prophetic days. The earth helped the woman. The two great wings, the eastern and western empires, sheltered her from Satan’s rage.

4. Power was given to the beast to make war with the saints forty and two months: Revelation 13:5-7. These four periods are coëval, and understood to commence and terminate at the same time.

Revelation 11:5. If any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth. Herod, after killing James, was smitten by an angel. Eusebius describes the deaths and troubles of the emperors who had persecuted the church, and Lactantius has left us a small book on the death of persecutors. The hand of heaven pursued with blood the men who had shed the blood of the saints.

In later times, John Fox, pp. 2109-2112, translates cases from the French martyrology. Anno Domino 1558, when Henry 2. had filled the prisons of Paris with saints, and stained the streets with their blood, he would distinguish himself at a tournament with Montgomery; and having broken five spears, being still eager for more praise, on galloping the sixth round, the end of the broken spear went into the king’s eye, and so he perished adjacent to the prison where the saints were confined. His two sons presently perished, after the murder of the admiral of France.

Ponchet, archbishop of Tours, having established a court called La chambre ardente, the court for burning heretics, was seized with such a burning in his feet that one member after another was amputated till he died.

John Ruse, councillor in parliament, as he was returning from impeaching the saints, was seized with a burning heat in his bowels, which communicated to his secret parts, so that he died miserably.

The emperor Sigismund, after burning John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, was defeated in a succession of battles with the Turks, and all his family were cut off in that age.

Our bloody Mary was cut off in six years. — A volume of the like visitations might be adduced, to swell the catalogue. Thus the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men.

Revelation 11:6. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not. Facts are here more forcible than words. The drought in Elijah’s time was noticed by the heathens. 1 Kings 18. Certainly the jewish affairs never prospered after killing the prophets; certainly the Romans had visitations for the blood of the saints; certainly in Mary’s time, the nation was running to ruin; whereas in the reign of Elizabeth, the great Armada of Spain was defeated by a tempest, and destroyed by a small fleet. Afterwards, naval strength, agriculture, commerce, population and literature flourished as vernal beauties after a severe winter.

Revelation 11:7. When they have finished their testimony, the beast — shall kill them. On a comprehensive view of the martyrology of the church, the more illustrious martyrs had mostly attained to grey hairs. The apostles, and Ignatius, were spared to tell the third and fourth generation, that they had seen Christ in the flesh. Huss and Jerome were aged men; so were our five bishops who suffered for the truth’s sake. The Lord spared them to do their work, before they received the reward. 

Revelation 11:8. Their dead bodies shall lie in the street of — Sodom and Egypt, names dictated by prudence. It would not have been wise to say Rome, Paris, and Lyons; lest the rage of the rulers should have been kindled against the bible and the saints. St. Paul uses similar caution in distinguishing the Roman power by the epithet, “He that now letteth.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7. Sodom is figuratively put for Rome, because of her abominations. Ezekiel 16. Egypt, because of her pride; and Jerusalem, because of her wickedness. In the massacre of Paris, thirty thousand lay in the streets. A.D. 1572.

Revelation 11:9. The people, the kindreds, and nations, and tongues shall see their dead bodies. Oh yes. The whole christian world shall see the martyrs; it was not possible to bury them. Like so many Abels, their lives, their writings, their victories, still speak to us. Their deaths so glorious give life to the world.

Revelation 11:10. They that dwell on the earth shall rejoice over them, and sing Te Deums in all their churches. But transient and frantic are their joys; the witnesses shall revive, and the beast and his followers must soon go into the abyss, to weep and wail without one ray of hope. Job 26:4.

Revelation 11:13. In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell. Peter Jurieu and the French protestants are agreed that France is this tenth part of the city. The commencement of the fall was a revolt of the nation from superstition to infidelity. On the revolution of 1789, there were slain of the ονοματα, names of men, seven thousand. The nobility, male and female, amounted to nearly half a million, and all who adhered to the crown lost their titles, and their lands; and the immense church property was in like manner sold by auction. An order passed, that the pope should make no decrees respecting France, unless it was first approved by the National assembly; and Napoleon Bonaparte deprived the pope of his power to appoint the French bishops. Thus in one hour, by a great political earthquake, the tenth part of the city fell from the antichristian beast. He could no longer speak great swelling words.

Revelation 11:15. The seventh angel sounded, and there were great voices in heaven, and joyful voices, which sing the victories of the witnesses, who won over and gained the kingdoms of this world to be the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. And his kingdom, as Daniel had said, shall not be left to other people, to be subdued by conquest and by war; he shall reign for ever and ever. Zion, after weeping, and bearing precious seed in the fields of labour, now returns with sheaves of joy.

Revelation 11:18. The nations were angry, to see the true God worshipped and adored, and themselves about to be dragged to the judgment-seat. Oh what a defeat to the wicked, what a mortification to Jews, Turks, and the whole infidel race of Gog and Magog. Ezekiel 38. Their anger against God and his people was without a cause, but now his anger is justly excited by their infidelity, and by their having shed the blood of his saints.

Our hope is, that all these revivals of religion at home, connected with the most brilliant institutions of religious charities, and the collective labours of the missionaries abroad, will finally effectuate the conversion of the world to God.

Revelation 11:19. And the temple of God was opened in heaven, giving demonstrations that the church above and the church below is one church. A flood of glory and righteousness is poured down from above, grace, grace, upon Zion. Then her pastors shall be divines; her eye shall see her teachers, they shall not be hid in a corner any more. “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” Coruscations of glory shall sparkle from the altar; the voices shall create echoes of thunder, and the earth shall be shaken with the power of our God, and of his Christ. The Lord will hasten it in his time.

REFLECTIONS.
Some understand by the inner court, the purer ages of christianity; and by the outer court, trodden down of the gentiles, the later and corrupt state of the church. But as Joseph Mede very justly remarks, the forty and two months for treading down the outer court, cannot be literally understood, as the fathers say, and as the papists still contend, because the ten kingdoms were to be founded at the same hour with the kingdom of the beast, which was to make war with the saints, and to overcome them. The harlot church, riding on this beast, is to make all nations drink of the wine of her fornication, or mix in her idolatrous worship, and the merchants or secular priests are to grow rich by trading with her. Moreover, were we to take these days literally, the time of the two witnesses would only be three days and a half. But this period is four times repeated in this book, that the witnesses are to prophesy 1260 days. The power of the beast is also to continue for the same period, as likewise the banishment of the true church into the wilderness.

The two witnesses are understood by some to be, and with the greatest probability, the churches of the Waldenses and Albigenses, and others who suffered the severest persecution from the church of Rome. Reference seems to be had to the crusades against these faithful people in the south of France, reproachfully called Hugonots, in the year 1685. The pontificate rejoiced over the extermination of the reputed heretics, but they could not bury these martyrs. Their cause still lived, and their spirit shall be revived in a succession of faithful witnesses to the truth.

We hope that the time is near when tyranny shall no longer exist in the church, when the world shall be filled with bibles, when the churches shall be adorned with evangelical men, when the infidels shall be affrighted, and when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. The church stands on tip-toe for the dawn of the latter day glory, and the twenty four elders are all waiting for the new song on the sounding of the seventh trumpet. The promise is sure: “I the Lord will hasten it in its time.” 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-17
Revelation 12:1. There appeared a great wonder in heaven; that is, in the church or kingdom of heaven below; for the church has long been called a woman, and a fruitful mother, the bride, and the Lamb’s wife; a lovely metaphor to designate her graces, her glory and beauty.

Revelation 12:2. And she being with child cried out through pain, and was labouring to be delivered.
Revelation 12:3. Behold, a great red dragon. Dr. Peter Allix, a learned biblical writer, has some valuable thoughts on this subject. “The ancients allow,”

he says, “as St. Jerome acknowledges, that this chapter speaks of the fall of the Roman pagan empire; that the great dragon who had fallen from heaven, casting out of his month as it were a flood to destroy the church, signifies the heresies which the devil taught Arius and his followers, after that Constantine, [or rather Christ, and the holy seed] the man-child born of the woman, had been raised to the empire of the world, whose elevation threw down the dragon from the heaven where he was adored before that time. Indeed the fathers counted the first heresy to be that of Arius, which had several branches, as those of the Eudoxians, the Aetians, the Eunomians, &c., and which was condemned in the person of its author by the council of Nice, in 325.

The second heresy was that of Macedonius, bishop of Constantinople, condemned by the second general council in 381. The third was that of Nestorius, another bishop of Constantinople, who in a great measure revived the heresy of Paulus Samosatenus, bishop of Antioch, who lived in the middle of the third century. This heresy was condemned at Ephesus in 431. The fourth was that of Eutyches, abbot of a monastery in Constantinople, who asserted that the Word did not clothe itself with flesh, or assume human nature in the womb of the virgin; but that the Divinity, being turned into flesh, passed through the virgin, and was afterwards crucified, died, and was buried, and raised again on the third day. This the council of Chalcedon condemned in 451. Those ancient writers also teach, as we see from Theodoret, lib. 4. de hæret. fabulius, that the end of the world was to be expected as very near. This Theodoret asserts in another place in the same book, speaking of the forementioned person. It must be owned that Mr. Mede was much in the right in his notion of heresies, which were indeed the flood that was cast out of the mouth of the dragon. The interpretation is solid; and Rupertus, abbot of Duitz in the diocese of Colen, above six hundred years ago, took the first hint of it from St. Jerome. And Mr. Whiston did well to follow Mede. These heresies all arose in the eastern church: the west was also much concerned therein. So the devil left the east to come and bring desolation and confusion into the west, by corrupting the other part of the posterity of the woman in giving rise to antichristianism, which began upon the division of the western empire into ten kingdoms. The fathers, misled by a foolish tradition of the apocryphal writers, were of opinion that antichrist should not reign longer than three years and a half, and that the end of the world should immediately succeed his fall. We justly blame their credulity.

Revelation 12:5. She brought forth a man child. Probably Constantine the great, whose life the rivals of his throne made the greatest exertions to destroy. Constantine however could only be a figure of Christ, to whom the Father had given the rod of iron, that he might rule all nations. Psalms 2:7-12. The Greek ποιμαινειν comprises the double idea of ruling, as well as that of chastening with his rod.

Revelation 12:6. The woman fled into the wilderness, as is repeated in Revelation 12:14. This was remarkably the case during the sore persecution of the church. The christians fled to deserts, and lived on insects, herbs, and wild fruits. They began to love solitude, and on the return of peace, their brethren favoured those confessors, and suffered them to live alone. Hence arose the monastic habits which afterwards prevailed. The east, and then the west, were filled with solitaries. The reformed were called Hugonots, from John Hugon, of Swisserland, who first opened his house for worship. Those of France fled in all directions from the dreadful persecutions raised against them, and many of the refugees found protection in England.

Revelation 12:7-9. There was war in heaven, on the first revolt of fallen angels, as in the sacred text, and in Milton. And the great dragon, the old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world, was cast out. He is the prince; the other fallen angels are called dæmons in the gospel. Any fall from great splendour is called a fall from heaven, as in the apostrophe to the monarch of Babylon. How art thou fallen from heaven, oh Lucifer, son of the morning. Isaiah 14:12. In this war Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The phrase refers to Christ, who shall come in his glory, and all his holy angels with him. Matthew 25:31. This is repeated from Zechariah 14:5. Jehovah, my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. — The etymon of the word מיכאל Michael, is given by Coccejus, qui est, ut Deus, who is, as God, and it must be understood of Christ, as Lord of angels and of men.

Revelation 12:10. I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, now is come salvation. This song gladdened all heaven, to see the accuser cast down. Every act of grace calls for a new song, for unceasing songs of praise. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.

Revelation 12:11. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb. By this it was that all their sins were washed away, sins of which the enemy had accused them before God, as he had impeached Job. — They also overcame by the word of their testimony, the word of truth, the shield of faith, which repels all the fiery darts of the wicked one. — They vanquished his falsehoods by dying for Christ, being supported by that perfect love which casts out all fear. Believers, weigh and study these three grand points. The conquering armour, the triple shield, which covered them will cover you.

Revelation 12:13-14. When the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he renewed his persecutions of the woman under the ten kings, as he had done under the Roman dragon, the firstborn son of the great dragon; and he continued those floods of persecution for 1260 years.

Revelation 12:15-17. The serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood. The flood of Arianism, as Dr. Allix states; but after that age, many critics considered this flood to be the irruption of the northern nations, which coincides with all the trouble on the remnant of her seed.

The late Robert Carr Brackenbury, esquire, of Raithby Hall, Lincolnshire, sent me his ingenious essay on this chapter, which illustrates “the periphrasis of time, times and half a time, from the first edict of Constantine in the year 313, to the advanced state of the reformation in 1573, which was diffused far and wide, and when the northern states of Europe, with multitudes in the south, embraced the doctrines of the reformation, the whole of which period makes exactly the 1260 years.” The earth helped the woman. As Constantine helped the woman against the wars of Maxentius in Italy, and next against Licinius in Greece, so providence has raised up a Maurice in Saxony to defend Luther, and a Henry the eighth to defend the reformation in England. God can turn the hearts of kings as the rivers of the south.

That celebrated code, the French Constitution, was drawn by that great statesman, the ABBE SIEYES and though it contain not a word of God, or of providence, yet the earth again helped the woman; the reformed were admitted into the national assembly; they were allowed to rebuild their churches, and their ministers received small salaries from the state.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter is a sort of episode in the history, to show the constant war which the church has had with the devil. The woman is the church, the bride of Christ. She is a wonder in heaven, to see all her weakness contend with the dragon, and fly sooner than yield. She is clothed with the sun, with Christ in his virtues, wisdom, and righteousness. Her crown is irradiated with twelve stars, the holy apostles, surpassing all gems in lustre. The moon which wanes, a figure of all sublunary things, is under her feet. Yes, and she will forsake crowns and riches, and relatives sooner than forsake her chaste espousal to the Lord. She is a fruitful mother, ever travailing in birth to bring forth converts to righteousness.

The devil has an inveterate malice against this woman. He inspired the bloody red dragon of the pagan emperors and powers to destroy the church, as he sought to destroy Moses, and the Lord, at their birth. Constantine also, whose way to the throne was forced through many impediments, was born and crowned. And from our Lord’s crucifixion to the conversion of Constantine was just two hundred and eighty years, the number of days during pregnancy, reckoning still a day for a year.

When the seven-headed beast with ten horns gradually gave his power to the two horned beast, then Satan influenced him to make war with the woman for twelve hundred and sixty days or years. So the woman has nearly always been kept in obscurity; for the dragon’s tail drew the third part of the stars or kings of the earth, the two other parts being pagans and mahomedans. The ministry of Michael, and of all good angels, is employed to counteract the ministry of evil angels. Hence the servants of God overcame the pagan world, and now overcome the beast by the blood of the Lamb, which saves them from sin; and by the testimony of truth, which the wicked cannot stand. Therefore the heavens rejoice, and ascribe their salvation to God. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-18
The conscious mind, enquiring after the truth and certainty of revelation, is worthy of all the aid that science can afford. In Daniel, as stated above, on chap. Revelation 10:5, we have before us three prophecies of the Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman empires, finally under the Roman power, divided into ten kingdoms, as represented by the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. Those visions of Daniel are here confirmed by the continuous visions of John. The tablet is broad, and the time of their enduring is not yet fully expired. Neither the republic of Plato, nor the dreams of Pindus can deteriorate from the history of a world, and facts substantiated by the succession of four empires which ruled the earth, and the ten kingdoms still subsist before our eyes.

To collect the force of those speaking truths, learned men have waded through countless volumes of history, and brought to light evidence which, like huge mountains, laugh at all defeat. The German divines were the first to give us portraits in detail. John Fox, in his Martyrology, and the learned Joseph Mede, in his protracted course of studies, have confirmed the continental chronologies. The adjoined tables exhibit a fair scale of facts.

TABLES OF THE TEN ORIGINAL KINGDOMS OF THE BEAST, TILL THEY WERE CONQUERED.
Revelation 13:1. I saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns. This idea of the beast coincides with Daniel’s four beasts, which ascended out of the sea: Daniel 7:3. And what can we understand by the sea but a world troubled with storms of wars, and a succession of complicated calamities?

Revelation 13:2. The beast was like unto a leopard. Impetuous, cruel, and of various colours, like the Grecians. His feet were as the feet of a bear, the Persian bear, to tear and to destroy. His mouth as the mouth of a lion, the Assyrian lion, to roar against nations. The Romans had all that was terrific combined in their government and wars. To him the great dragon conceded his power.

Revelation 13:3. I saw one of his heads, as (if) it were wounded to death, when the Goths pillaged Rome. But this wound was healed, when the people of Rome saluted Charles the great with the title of Augustus.

Revelation 13:3-4. All the world wondered after the beast, saying, Who is able to make war with him? Here the papal hierarchy appears, in the exercise of power, and in blasphemous titles, while sitting in the temple of God, and speaking as though he were himself a god. This papal beast is that new power foretold by Daniel, in Daniel 8:24. And after, or behind the back of the imperial dragon, shall another power rise among the ten horns, and he shall be diverse from the first beast, and he shall subdue three kings; viz. Ravenne, and two other Gothic states in the north of Italy. Such was the rise of the papal power, behind or slyly on the back of the imperial beast.

Revelation 13:7. And it was given to him to make war with the saints. To destroy all who would not bow the knee to Rome. He employed his secular sons to do this, by wars and oppressions. One million at least have perished in France. In the Netherlands the Duke of Alva boasted of destroying thirty thousand. Of those who perished in Spain, for the Spaniards got illumination from France, it is difficult to make a calculation. Mr. Fletcher, in his poem, sur la Grace, p. 359, quotes a celebrated author on the inquisition, who says that the inquisitors celebrated a feast called auto da fe; that is, an act of faith, in which they burned all condemned for heresy. “Torquemada filled the place of inquisitor general for fourteen years, and boasted that he had condemned eighty thousand heretics, six thousand of whom were burned alive with the most august and splendid pomp.” How many suffered in prison, we have no calendar to tell, but the lowest calculation is a hundred and fifty thousand, besides those who have suffered abroad. In a word, every nation under the power of the Roman beast has been watered, and some of them often watered, with the blood of the saints.

Revelation 13:7-10. Power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations: and all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him. This is not true of the Germanic empire; but it is really true, that the christian world in general submitted to the pontificate. — Power was given unto him to continue, πολεμον, to make war, forty and two months: Revelation 13:5. God limits the time of the wicked. This is exactly the same as the duration of Daniel’s little horn, twelve hundred and sixty days, which, according to the manner of calculating prophecy, implies so many years. Then he shall surely be destroyed. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword.
Revelation 13:11. I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. The clerical empire rose out of the earth, as a wild beast leaves his den in the dark, and arrived at the highest glory and power. The two horns represent the two swords, or their temporal and spiritual power. The decretals or bulls of the church illustrate this; they are issued in the high tone of superior majesty.

Revelation 13:12. He exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. Pagan Rome endeavoured to subjugate all nations to her unlimited controul, and christian Rome has endeavoured by every means to do the same. She has healed the wounded imperial power by presiding as the queen mother over her ten reigning sons.

Mr. Faber says, “Here we have a plain prediction of some spiritual power… which should arrogate to itself universal authority in religious concerns, and which should coëxist on the most friendly terms with the ten-horned temporal empire, instigating it to persecute, during the space of forty two months, all such as should dare to dispute its domination; and which, in short, should devise the problem of the two contemporary beasts, by exhibiting to the world the singular spectacle of a complete empire within itself.

Where we are to look for this power, since the great Roman beast was divided into ten horns, let the impartial voice of history determine. — Daniel, who fully delineates the character of the little horn, is entirely silent respecting the two-horned beast. John, who as fully delineates the character of the two-horned beast, is entirely silent respecting the little horn. Yet the little horn, and the two-horned beast, act precisely in the same capacity, each exercising the power of the first beast, and each persisting in the same common destruction with him,” of all opposing power. — Faber on Daniel, Daniel 7:7-14; Daniel 8:9-12.

Bishop Newton’s testimony is pertinent here. “The pope is the principle of unity to the ten kingdoms of the beast; and he causeth, as far as he is able, all who will not acknowledge his supremacy, to be put to death. In short, he is the most perfect resemblance of the ancient Roman emperors; is as great a tyrant in the christian church, as they were in the heathen world. He presides in the same city, usurps the same powers, affects the same titles, and requires the same homage and adoration; so that the prophecy descends more and more into particulars, from the Roman state to the Roman clergy, and thence to the pope, the head of the state, as well as the head of the church; the king of kings, as well as bishop of bishops.”

Revelation 13:13. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. The pope, and the princes of the church, represent the sun and stars of heaven, and his anathemas have frequently set whole kingdoms in a flame of discord and civil war.

Revelation 13:14-16. And deceiveth them — by means of those miracles — saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast which had the wound by a sword, and did live. The pontificate is but an image of the ancient Roman power. The emperors had their senators, generals, prefects and governors: and the popes have their cardinals, legates, metropolitans, and bishops. These are the princes of the antichristian empire, who have power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should speak, in lying and ambiguous oracles, as well as the images in the pagan temples; and they have power to cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. The accomplishment of this prophecy is sufficiently obvious from the wars of extermination which the pontificate has prosecuted against all who would not submit to its tyranny; and from the cruel and bloody procedures of the courts of inquisition. Indeed, so rigorous and cruel have been those proceedings, that they have caused all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads, as the slaves had that of their masters. The adherents of antichrist have been compelled to receive badges of slavery; to receive the sign of the cross, and the chrism, on their forehead. They carry the crucifix, the rosary and chaplet, in their right hand; and are obliged to confess at least once a year to their proper priest, or be excluded from the kingdom of heaven.

On the image of the beast we must again remark, that the emperor Phocas, frequently called a tyrant in our books, declared the Pope universal bishop. He restored the image of the beast, for all the ten kingdoms submitted to the pontificate; and all the clergy hailed the day, for this son of the dragon, the ninety sixth pope, “could give them fields and vineyards.” This was in the year of our Lord 606. The following is copied from Mr. Whiston.

Of this title our archbishop Laud (a prelate not hostile to dignity) gives the following account. “About this time broke out the ambition of John, patriarch of Constantinople, affecting to be universal bishop. He was supported by Mauritius, then emperor [of the east.] But was bitterly opposed by Pelagius, and by St. Gregory; and in such sort, that Gregory plainly says, his pride shows that the time of Antichrist is near. So as yet, there was no universal bishop, no monarch over the militant church. But Mauritius being deposed and murdered by Phocas, anno Domini 602, this very Phocas conferred on pope Boniface the third, the very title which two of his predecessors had so warmly opposed, as monstrous and blasphemous, not to say, antichristian! Where, by the way, those two popes, Pelagius and St. Gregory, either erred in this weighty affair, respecting a universal bishop over the whole church; or if they did not err, Boniface and his successors, who assumed the title, were in the judgment of both their predecessors, antichristian.” — Laud against Fisher, the jesuit, p. 116.

Laud gives next ten extracts in Latin, of original correspondence, most mortifying indeed to papal pride. Similar arguments occur in bishop Stillingfteet’s vindication, part 2. chap. 6.

The seventh chapter of Daniel, Revelation 13:8-18, should be read here; and we must hence conclude that the Pontificate was the image which healed the wound, and gave life to what is here plainly called “the image of the beast,” a vast empire firmly united in pride, interest, and tyranny, never surpassed by any monarch whose sceptre swayed the world.

Revelation 13:18. Here is wisdom — count the number of the beast — and his number is six hundred threescore and six. This number is found in several Greek words, but which are quite irrelevant to the text. Irenæus visited Asia and talked with old men, disciples of John, as before stated in chap. Revelation 11:3. Now, as he gives the number expressly appropriate to the Latin church, we ought not to seek it elsewhere. Take the three examples below as quite sufficient.

REFLECTIONS.
The first beast represents an entire view of the Roman empire, as Menochius allows. But the papists are divided in opinion about those beasts, and very much embarrassed. Gagnæus says, this beast is antichrist; but Sa doubts whether antichrist, or the Roman empire, or the devil, or the dragon be implied. Protestant critics, since the time of the Waldenses, have been generally agreed that the first beast means secular, and the second papal Rome. Jurieu expounds the first beast as indicative of the empire for two thousand five hundred and sixty years. The secular period, including the christian emperors, continued about one thousand three hundred years; and the little horn or period of the pontificate shall continue twelve hundred and sixty years. Such is the sentence of God on the apostate church. Now, from the shock, and we may almost say downfal of papal Rome by the late ruler of France, we have the greatest providential inducement to revive our enquiries into the sure word of prophecy. Who can see popery rising twelve hundred years ago, and now declining with vengeance, and not believe in the prophetic periods of this chapter? Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy: chap. Revelation 1:4. And the more so as the Mahomedan antichrist seems to fall at the same time. And Mahomedanism, when unsupported by the sword, can never stand against Christianity. This first beast rose like a crocodile out of the sea, for the exiles and vagabonds who founded Rome came chiefly by water, and settled on the Leviathan shore. So Virgil flattered the Romans of the Æneid with a Trojan descent, in the routine of a voyage by Carthage. Seas are also said to import the conquered nations by the Roman arms; but I prefer the former gloss. The seven heads, are the seven forms of government which succeeded one another in that empire: kings — consuls — decemvirs — tribunes of the people — perpetual dictators — triumvirs — and emperors.

The ten horns on the seventh or highest head are the ten kingdoms into which the empire was divided, when subdued by the Goths, the Huns, and the Vandals, in the latter part of the fifth century. The states of the church, including Tuscany and Romania — the two Sicilies — Lombardy with Istria — France — Spain — Ireland — Britain — Germany, south of the Elbe — Pannonia, now Hungary — and Illyrium, now Turkey. The name of blasphemy upon his heads, are the titles of the beast which belong to the Almighty, and to the Almighty only. The emperors claimed divine honours, temples were erected to their memories, and incense was offered to their geniuses.

Rome styled herself the celestial and eternal city, the goddess of the earth. The titles of the pontiff are equally blasphemous: His Holiness — Infallible Judge — Vice God — God on earth — Vicar of Christ. His blaspheming against them that dwell in heaven, in paying divine homage to the holy angels and martyrs, which they abhor. — “The dragon,” who gave him his power and throne, is the devil, who styles himself the prince of this world, He it was that instigated the pagan emperors to persecute the church; and since the eleventh century, through the advice of the secular clergy, he has instigated christian princes to do the same. Within the last seven hundred years, two or three millions of christians have lost their lives for bearing their testimony against the corruptions of popery. — “The head wounded to death and healed again,” is the imperial head which was wounded by the Goths, Huns, and Vandals, but healed in some sort when Charles the great was proclaimed emperor of the Romans, or when Justinian received the imperial dignity.

But Jurieu has given another opinion concerning the healing of the deadly wound, which I prefer. He says that the wound was healed, when the ten christian kings were deceived by the clergy to acknowledge the bishop of Rome as sovereign pontiff. In this view, “all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power to the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” By thus submitting to the temporal and spiritual tyranny of Rome, they in reality forsook the Lord, and did homage to the devil. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-20
Revelation 14:1-5. Lo, a Lamb, the Lord Christ, stood on mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty four thousand, whom he had redeemed to God by his blood. Here is the church of the firstborn, both jews and gentiles, distinguished as the first heirs of glory, and our forerunners to heaven, the redeemed, the washed, the elect of God. Yet their best portion, as the first heirs of glory, does not obstruct the salvation of others. All there is light, glory, and joy, at the nuptials of the Lamb. See on chap. 7.

The eulogies of this church are great and high. They are nearest the eternal throne, they bear their Father’s image and name, they are happy beyond degree, and sing new songs of redemption, of victory over every foe, and have full possession of the eternal inheritance. — The song is exclusively theirs, yet others may share in the joy. — They glorify God for preserving them from the feasts and abominations, where sin is without shame. — Their felicity is associated with harps of sweetest sound; joys and songs, which the giddy crowds in carnal feasts can neither relish nor taste: they cannot learn that song till they get a new heart. — They follow the Lamb in all the paths of righteousness, and shrink not at the cross, but continue with him in his temptations. — In a word, no guile was found in their mouth; they retain their first love and simplicity to the end of their course.

Revelation 14:6-7. I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having his commission immediately from God. He was like the seraphim, burning with ardour to tell the good news to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. He saw the world lying in a state of apostasy from the covenant of Noah. The missionaries carry no new religion to the heathen, but the religion of their fathers, made perfect in Christ. He saw them lying in darkness, and brought them the light of life; he preached the righteousness of God to men enslaved by every crime. He saw the anguish of the woman without the certainty of a husband; he saw the tyranny of their chiefs and princes; and what is more, he saw them under the tyranny of Satan, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.

The manner of his preaching is with fervour; he cried with a loud voice, Fear God. Abstain from crimes. Give glory to him for all his grace; be now converted at once, and from all your sins; for the hour of his judgment is come. Give your idols to the moles and the bats, and worship him that made heaven and earth, for all the heavens worship him by obedience. Cry in your thirst to him that made the fountains of waters, infinitely valuable in the sandy deserts, and the torrid zones. — The present revivals of religion, connected with bible and missionary efforts in the whole christian church, are thus favoured with the cares of heaven.

Revelation 14:8. There followed another angel, saying, as the order of the words are in the Greek, Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great. See the note on Revelation 11:8.

Revelation 14:9-11. A third angel followed, saying with a loud voice, if any man worship the beast and his image, after the full blaze of gospel light, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God. On the ages of past ignorance God has winked, but he will punish all image-worship, as he punished the worshippers of the golden calf. While I am writing this, the Spaniards are drinking the bitter cup of a civil war, and God is avenging the blood which the Inquisition has shed. He has sworn that the earth shall not conceal the blood of his saints.

Revelation 14:17-20. Another angel came out of the temple, on a mission more terrific than all the other scourges of God. He is arrayed in all the aspects of war, with a falchion in his hand. This is probably the last war, and may be associated with the final battle, alluded to in the nineteenth chapter. God will surely strike at the atheism of Europe; and it does not appear that mahomedanism can be chased away, except by the storms of war, that the gospel may follow the darkness with its healing beams.

REFLECTIONS.
We pass here from the sorrows to the joys of the church. While the beast and his victims go down to the abyss, the firstborn sons of Zion sing with the Lamb on the holy mount. To hold fast the faith in evil times is the first and best character of God’s faithful flock. They wept on earth, but they shall sing in heaven.

The angel, superintending the revival of preaching, and of spreading the everlasting gospel, seems to refer to the reformation from popery, and to all the subsequent efforts to instruct the heathen. Besides, in this age the Bible society in London, connected with other societies in Europe, and in the East Indies, have done incredible things in diffusing the light of revelation. They have circulated the holy scriptures in a great number of languages, many of which are in India and China. The missionaries will keep pace with this light, and encourage the slumbering churches of the east to shine forth as the lamps of heaven, where Satan has long reigned in all the horrors of idolatry, attended with an infinitude of human sacrifices. But this loud voice from heaven assures us, that ere long they shall worship none but Him who made heaven and earth, and the fountains of water. So far prophecy and providence admirably accord, and promise to subjugate the world to the faith of Christ.

The second angel, announcing the fall of Babylon, is presently followed by the third angel, with a loud voice of judgment against the worshippers of the beast, and of departed spirits or demons, and who obstinately do it in defiance of the light of the reformation, and persecute the protestants unto death. Yet in the church of Rome, God surely knows how to deliver the good men of hidden piety, whom the papal bishops and others have persecuted. God always had a people in the church of Rome, who have flourished as the lily among the thorns of corrupt creeds, and superstitious rituals. Making this exception, look now on the infatuation and vengeance which have fallen on the clergy, and the friars, who wore the badges and habits of the beast, during the late war of more than twenty years. Look now, and see how they have drank of the cup, with which their fathers drenched the protestants. And if repentance was denied them, this vengeance fell upon their souls as well as on their bodies. What is still more awful, the punishment is everlasting, as is also implied by the brimstone which retains fire, and by the ever-ascending volumes of smoke. Hence it is of no avail for any men to attempt a mitigation of those torments, because the deliverance of devils and men from hell is not revealed in our scriptures. See note on Matthew 25:46. Now, before those evil times of vengeance on Babylon, “blessed are the dead who die in the Lord:” they are taken from the evil, and their works follow, as seals of their faith in Christ.

The white cloud on which the Son of man sat, and the angel which followed to reap the harvest, and the second angel which followed to cut the vintage, betoken God’s severest judgments by repeated strokes on both rich and poor. The scene of those judgments is the mystical Roman Babylon, as in Revelation 14:8; and the second verse of the next chapter celebrates the victory over the beast of the Turkish empire. The mode of obtaining this victory was to be by war, and war so terrible that the blood should reach to the bridles of the horses. The extent of this war was to be chiefly in the space of two hundred miles, or one thousand six hundred furlongs. There is no way of saving the mahomedans but by the shaking of all those nations, and by the removal of their power. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-8
Revelation 15:1. I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous: a vision very sublime, to attract the notice and study of the church. There appeared seven angels, the final ministers of divine vengeance on the beast, and his progeny. Their work seem too great for created beings; they might be the seven Spirits of God, who go forth into all the earth.

Revelation 15:2. A sea of glass, as is noted in Revelation 4:6. A pavement of gems, like that seen by Moses, which reflected the uncreated glory. Here the choral bands sing the victories obtained over the beast, in all the wars of the Lord. But while they sing, their enemies, who murdered them on earth, weep and wail in the dungeons of outer darkness: what the poets call Pluto’s dark house.

Revelation 15:3-4. And they sing: so is the Greek. But we should leave the Hebrew idioms, when the past and the future is designated by present time. Thus in chap. Revelation 5:9. Et cantabant canticum novum, and they sung a new song. As Moses sung sublimely when the Hebrews were delivered from Egypt, and Pharaoh and his mighty host drowned in the sea, just as the beast and his worshippers were sentenced to the abyss; so now, they sung the song of the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world, and hath redeemed them to God by his blood. Who would not fear thee, oh Lord God Almighty. Thou only art holy: all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. Psalms 22:27.

Revelation 15:6. Seven angels — clothed in pure and white linen. Spotless ministers of justice, as the scribes before the temple. Ezekiel 9:2.

Revelation 15:7. One of the living creatures gave to the seven angels seven vials, full of the wrath of God. These vials are appended to the seventh trumpet, which shall finish the mystery of God. He will not hide from his saints the secret councils of his wisdom and love.

Revelation 15:8. And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, who makes the clouds his chariots, and thick darkness his pavilion. This circumstance is often noted in the old testament. Exodus 40:35. Leviticus 16:2, 1 Kings 8:10, 2 Chronicles 5:13. Isaiah 6:3. For a time the Lord hides himself, while the cloud demonstrates the reality of his presence. 

REFLECTIONS.
What, and are all the groans and tears, and deaths of the saints come to triumphal songs at last? Has the Lord showed strength with his arm, and wrought righteousness for his people? What, are their glorified bodies, once mangled, burned, or worried by wild beasts, now glorious as the sea of glass, the pavement of gems on which they stand? Are the noble army of martyrs and confessors, once treated as the worst culprits of the earth, now ennobled as the first characters of heaven? Oh what a scene of reversion, of retribution worthy of a God.

But oh what mercy, what longsuffering and goodness in him who could bear so long with the rebellious gentiles and the progeny of the beast. What a grand display of righteousness. The Judge of all the earth will do wrong to none. He allows the worst of men, with some exceptions of those who perished speedily after embruing their hands in the blood of the saints, a time for repentance. Yes, he endures with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted for destruction; and his slighted equity and terrors shall be the heavier for being long delayed.

Ah, if the infidel, the blaspheming world, did but know the vials of wrath which the purest ministers of celestial visitation are preparing to pour on their heads, surely they would pause in the course of sin. If they once go to the abyss, how will they regain emancipation, and recover their steps in the walks of life. Ah, here is the work, this is the task. To-day if you would hear his voice, revolt no more, nor dare to harden your hearts, because judgment is long delayed.

Sed revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad auras, Hoc opus, hic labor est…
Æneid. 6:128, 129.
16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-21
Revelation 16:1. Pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. The catastrophes of nations have their origin in heaven. “Oh Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff of my indignation. I will send him against a hypocritical nation — Howbeit, he meaneth it not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy, and cut off nations not a few.” Isaiah 10:5-7.

Revelation 16:2. The first angel went, and poured out his vial on the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men who had the mark of the beast. God is pleased sometimes to invade nations with new diseases, as the malignant cholera, associated with other visitations of his arm. Mr. Faber applies this vial spiritually to the curse of atheism and blasphemy, which fell on France and other powers under the beast. His words are — “At the pouring out of the first vial on the thirty first of August 1792, the noisome sore of atheism broke out, or publicly made its appearance in France, and throughout the whole Latin earth.”

Revelation 16:3. The second poured out his vial upon the sea. “This was in the beginning of September 1792, when the horrible and long-protracted massacres were perpetrated, during what was called the reign of terror, and were continued till the figurative sea, or population of France, resembled the blood of a dead man.”
Revelation 16:4-7. The third poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of water. “The regularly established governments of the Latin empire, represented by the rivers and fountains of water, experienced dreadful devastation from the arms of republican France, during a series of bloody and successful campaigns; the issue of which was a tremendous aggrandizement of that infidel power. Note here the conspicuous retaliation of providence on those nations, for the part they had formerly taken in slaughtering the protestants. Thou art righteous, oh Lord, said the angel of the waters, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink, for they are worthy. And I heard another (angel) out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” 

Revelation 16:8-9. The fourth poured out his vial upon the sun. “The Latin firmament, or the principal government of the divided papal Roman empire, which scorched men with the burning fire of a systematic military tyranny. This was the government of France under the late despotic Usurper; and the blaze of his tyranny extended not merely to France, but likewise to Holland, Swisserland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and all the west of Germany. — And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, who hath power over these plagues; and they repented not to give him glory. So little were the nations that were afflicted with those plagues reformed by them.”

Revelation 16:10. The fifth poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast. “The Bonapartean monarchy was completely overthrown on the eighteenth of June 1815, by the entire defeat of the army at the battle of Waterloo; and a few days after the allies took possession of Paris. No doubt can be entertained for a moment of the fulfilment of the prophecy contained in this verse, by any one who attentively considers the moral state of France, here called the seat of the beast, and which is emphatically said to be full of darkness.
“In perfect accordance with this are all the accounts which have been given of that unhappy country, by credible persons who have visited it with the express purpose of appreciating the morals and manners of the people. Gross darkness, in general, has covered their minds; and infidel principles have infected all ranks and orders, insomuch that their churches are very little frequented, and the day of the Lord is most scandalously profaned. What was said of Israel in the days of Hosea, “There is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land,” is mournfully exemplified in modern France.”

Revelation 16:10-11. They gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of heaven. “That this was literally the case towards, and at the termination of the war in 1814, and afterwards on the renewed termination of hostilities in 1815, might be fully ascertained by those who beheld the vast numbers of their wounded soldiers in the fields of battle, and afterwards in their public hospitals, blaspheming God, and cursing the author of their calamities. And that they do not yet repent of their deeds, is too plainly manifested by the hitherto unavailing attempts to reclaim them from their vices. “Furthermore, considering the pains that had been taken to instruct the French prisoners, both in our prisons and prison-ships, while in England, and the apparent good impressions made on the minds of several, with the additional advantage of a French bible, which was given to almost every individual to take back with him on his return home, it might have been expected that a foundation was laid for the successful progress of the gospel in France. And we would still cherish the hope of the future triumphs of divine grace there, where the gospel-word was so early received, and many christian churches planted; yea, where not a few obtained through death a martyr’s crown.”

Revelation 16:13. I saw three unclean spirits go out of the mouth of the dragon, in every form of pride; and out of the mouth of the beast, in the horrors of blasphemy, as mystery — infallible — vicar of God. And out of the mouth of the false prophet, in lies, in absolutions, in librations from purgatory. This character equally applies to Mahomed, the false prophet, on whose empire blood must be avenged with blood. Yea, with slaughter like Armageddon. Ezekiel 38.

Revelation 16:15. Behold, I come as a thief, when the least expected. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments from being set on fire by the officer, who on going his rounds in the temple was used to take the candle out of his lantern, and set the linen clothes of the levite on fire, when he found him asleep at his post, lest he walk naked, and his shame be seen.

Revelation 16:16. And he gathered them together. The pronoun “he” destroys the sense. The Mons version supplies the proper antecedent. Et ces esprits [the three unclean spirits above] assemblerent ces rois au lieu, &c. And those spirits gathered these kings to a place called Armageddon, celebrated for the slaughter of the king of Canaan’s army, when not a man escaped. Judges 4. So again, Satan, compelled by divine power, shall infatuate his victims to final destruction.

Revelation 16:19. And the great city was divided into three parts; say till we have clearer light, catholics, protestants, infidels. The latter race, full of blasphemy, will endeavour to strip religion of all her wealth; and chase away superstition by satire, enmity, and contempt. 

REFLECTIONS.
The four preseding verses properly belong to this chapter. They contain a preparation for the vials of vengeance on the nations, who have not learned righteousness by the judgments of heaven on the beast, and on his image. Now, it is very remarkable that no nation has been happy after extensive conquest for any length of time. The nine years conquests of Sesostris were all lost, and almost as soon as gained. The bloody Assyrian conquests presently recoiled in carnage by the fall of Nineveh. It was the same with Babylon. And Alexander had scarcely completed his career before he lost his life, and his empire. The French have conquered, but they are not reformed. Perhaps the first four vials in this chapter menace the French empire. I speak with deference, conscious that the temple of God is filled with smoke, for darkness for a time conceals the ways of God.

But if this conjecture be well founded, the first vial seems to portend a sore pestilence on infidel France, and her dependencies. The second tinting the sea with blood, may import a contest for the sovereignty of the seas, such as the world never beheld before. The third on the rivers, may indicate continental wars renewed again. The fourth on the sun may import the tyranny of the French monarchy, and the blasphemy of the infidel nation, who have the last mark of reprobation, not to repent at the judgments of God. This infidel empire is not likely to be happy; for happiness is connected with virtue. The fifth vial betokens farther scourges on the seat of the beast, or the powers of the continent, and the dissolution of the Gaulic empire. The sixth obviously refers to the fall of mahomedanism. And blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth the garments of righteousness and a good conscience, lest he should be in the situation of a levite, sleeping at his post, in the temple, or of a sentinel placed on a watch tower to guard the city. The want of piety is a greater shame than the want of clothes. The seventh vial is the last vengeance of God on the antichristian state. A voice came from the temple saying, It is done. Hence popery is to fall by repeated strokes, and a better church shall rise out of its ruins. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-18
Revelation 17:1. Come (up) hither; I will shew thee the judgment of the great whore, that sitteth upon many waters, or nations, as in Revelation 17:15; and with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication. Of the new- testament church it is said in prophecy, “the Lord thy Maker is thy husband.” This idea is improved by St. Paul, who regards the church as a virgin without spot or wrinkle, espoused to one husband, even Christ. On the contrary, the prophet Isaiah inflicts the severest censures upon that harlot church which left the covenant of Jehovah, and went over to Baal, another lord, detestible for every crime. The prophet Ezekiel also, in a highly coloured allegory of sixty three verses, repeats the stripes of Isaiah, and with full effect. Ezekiel 16. And what arguments could be adduced with more propriety to reclaim the apostate church from error, and the foulest shame.

Revelation 17:4. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet. We need not go to the imposing splendour of the catholic devotion in Italy and Spain. In Moorfields, at high mass, we see a human figure officiating at an altar, with an image before him, and his back turned to the people. A scenery of the crucifixion is presented around the semicircle of the altar, which is covered with a grand scarlet cloth, while a priest in robes less splendid awaits on either hand. Two confessional thrones are erected on each side of the chapel, where crimes are pardoned with soft whispers for shining gold, or for copper offered by the poor. The officiatories are “arrayed in purple and scarlet” intermixed, as if to give a literal verification of this prediction.

“It is well known that the frantic baccanantis wore red coloured garments; therefore John had a specific object in describing this woman, the mother of harlots, as gorgeously attired.” — Calmet’s Diet.
But alas, the editor has empoisoned Calmet with unitarianism.

Revelation 17:5. Upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY — BABYLON, the very name St. Paul had foretold, under the idea of the “mystery of iniquity.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7. The jesuits attempt to expound this of pagan Rome, but not one trait can they find in Roman history to support this notion. The Tiara of pope Paul the second was studded with the richest gems that could be procured.

Revelation 17:6-8. I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints. This has been noticed in Revelation 13:7.

Revelation 17:11. The beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth. Professor Coccejus thinks this regards the kingdom of the Franks, who formed so powerful a kingdom in the centre of Europe.

Revelation 17:14. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them. The Father hath put all his enemies under his feet. Psalms 110. So then, the war of the beast and his kings comes at last to a war with the Lamb! And when once his love shall burn to anger, and his longsuffering shall burst into fury, — who may abide the day of his coming? According to his fear, so is his wrath. Psalms 90:11.

Revelation 17:16. The ten horns — shall hate the whore, and make her desolate. The prophet Ezekiel says the same of the harlot church in Judea. He foresaw how the Assyrians would strip her, and make her naked, and kill her children with the sword. The French have already plundered the defenceless catholic church, and a similar system of ecclesiastical spoliation is still going on in different parts of Europe, especially in the Peninsula. God grant that a happier order of things may follow, according to the prophecies in this book.

REFLECTIONS.
The mother of harlots is the papal and apostate church. She is called a harlot because of image worship and innumerable corruptions, as the jewish church was called, on account of worshipping the gods of the heathen. It was proper to disguise the history by remote figures, because future things, and the fate of empires, must not be too clearly revealed.

The scarlet coloured beast represents this woman as mounted high in power, riding over the old empire of Rome, and having the ten kings reigning at her command. Her gold and jewels are figurative of the pomp and splendour of the catholic courts, and worship. The golden cup, poculum aureum plenum abominatione, and so the papist bible (Vulgate) reads, full of abominations, shows how the pontificate intoxicated the nations to submission under the idea of the pope’s supremacy, the succession of bishops from St. Peter, and the impossibility of obtaining salvation without subjection to the church of Rome. The four first letters of the above words make PAPA, the latin for pope.

The name on her tiara or crown, was mystery. The duke Montmorency, when at Rome, learned that this motto was once on the pope’s crown. What a mystery of iniquity, that so much wickedness should be disguised with so much sanctity; that this servant of servants should be called vice Deo; and take heaven, and earth, and purgatory into his own hands, and be drunk with the blood of the Waldenses, the Albigenses, and the protestants of later times.

The name of Babylon, and the seven heads, obviously point at Rome built on seven hills. Joseph Mede, and Peter Jurieu regard the seven kings, five of which were fallen when St. John wrote, as the seven forms of government which succeeded one another in the Roman empire. The five fallen were the kings, the consuls, the dictators, the decemvirs, and the tribunes. The sixth, or pagan emperors, and the seventh, or christian emperors followed. The pontificate is the eighth, or little horn of Daniel coming out of the seventh head.

The ten kings shall hate the whore, make her desolate and naked, and burn her flesh with fire. This the protestant kings have done; and now latterly the government of France, and more recently still, the new government of Spain and Portugal, formerly so devoted to popish interests, have made her desolate and naked by the sale of all her lands and monasteries. God having put it into their mind to fulfil his will. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24
Revelation 18:1-2. Another angel came down from heaven — and the earth was lightened with his glory. This was an angel of the highest order, having great power. It may be the Lord himself, the mission being worthy of his dignity. He cried mightily with a strong voice, Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great. Truth and grace shall henceforth reign in all the earth. Oh Judah, keep thy feasts.

Revelation 18:4. Come out of her, my people. Since the revocation of the edict of Nantz in 1685, when the tremendous persecution burst on the protestants, the ministers have been calling the people out of France, and out of the papal communion. The exiles have grown rich in Holland, in England, and in America. Saurin repeatedly uses this call in his sermons, fearing the protestants would fall away.

Revelation 18:8. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day. Certainly this was the case with the revolution in France. Death reigned in popular wars throughout Europe, while in the interior its ravages were perpetrated by the gullotine and private massacres. Mourning and famine followed. The nobility and the clergy fled, believing that they should be recalled in six months. But the prediction is, they shall burn her with fire. The churches were in consequence shut up, and plundered, and many of them destroyed. More than two hundred and seventy one gentleman’s seats were also burned, amid the popular confusion. Calamities unnumbered and great followed in the train. This is not all: the cup is still going round. — While the judgments of heaven are abroad in the earth, may the inhabitants learn righteousness!

Revelation 18:11-13. The merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her. Bishop Bale, who was formerly a carmelite, and afterwards a convert to the protestant religion, and bishop of Ossory in Ireland — a man who was persecuted by the papists, narrowly escaping with his life, five of his domestics having been murdered by them, speaks thus of their ceremonial.

“The mighty kinges and potentates of the earth, Revelation 18:9, not havinge afore their eyes the love and feare of God, have committed with this whore moste vile filthynesse; abusinge themselves by many straunge or uncommanded worshippings, and bynding themselves by othe to observe hyr lawes and customs. At the examples, doctrines, counsels, and perswasions of hyr holy whoremongers, have they broken the covenaunts of peace; battailed, oppressed, spoyled, ravished, tyrannously murthered innocents; yea, for vain foolish causes, and more vaine titles, as though there was neither heaven nor hel, God nor accounts to be made.

“And her mitredd marchants, Revelation 18:11, hyr shorne soldiers, hir masse-mongers, hyr soule-sellers, and hir mart-brokers, waxed very riche, through the sale of hir oyles, creme, salt, water, and other pedlary wares… Specially shal they be sore discontented with the matter, which have with hir committed the whordom of the Spyrite, by many externe worshipings of drye waffer cakes, oyles, roods, relyques, ladyes images, sculles, bones, chippes, olde ragges, showes, (shoes) bootes, spurres, &c.

“And they that have lived wantonly with hir, Revelation 18:9, in following hir idle observacions, in mattenses, houres, and masses; in sensinges, halowings, and font-halowing; in going processions with canapye, crosse, and pyx; with banneres, stremers, and torche-light; with such other gaudes, to folish for children.

“Alas, alas, that great cyty, Revelation 18:10, that beautiful Babilon, that blessed holy mother the church, which somtime had so many popes’ pardons, so many bishoppes’ blessinges, so many holye stacions, so many cleane remissions à pena el culpa, so many good ghostly fathers, so many religious, orders, so much holy water for spirites, and St. John’s gospels, with the five woundes, and the length of our Lord for drowning, is nowe decayed for ever.

“In their thynen wood,” Revelation 18:12, whom some men call algumetrees, some basill, some corall, may be understande all theyr curious buildings of temples, abbeys, chappels, and chambers; all shrines, images, church stooles, and pews that are well paid for; all banner staves, paternoster scores, and peeces of the holy crosse.

“The vessels of ivory comprehendeth all their maundye dyshes, their offring platters, their relique chestes, their god boxes, their drinking horns, their sipping cuppes for the hiccough, their tables whereupon are charmed their chalises and vestiments; their standiches, their combes, their muske balles, their pomaunder pottes, and their dust boxes, with other toyes.

“The vessels of precious stone, which after some interpretours are of precious stone, or after some are of most precious wood, betokeneth their costuous cuppes, or cruses of jasper. Their pardon masers, or drinking dishes, as St. Benit’s bole, St. Edmond’s bole, St. Giles’s bole, St. Blithe’s bole, and Westminster bole, with such other holy reliques.

“Of brasse, which containeth latten, copper, alcumine, and other harde metals, are made all their great candlesticks, holy water kettles, &c. “Of strong yron are the braunches made that holde up the lightes before their false gods; the tacks that sustayne them from fallinge; the lockes that save them from the robberye of thieves, their fyre-pans, &c.

“With marble most commonlye pave they their temples, and build strong pillers and arches in their great cathedrale churches and monasteries, &c.

“By the sinamon is ment all manner of costly spyces, wherewith they bury their byshops and founders, lest they shoulde stinke when they translate them agayne to make them saintes for advantage.

“By the smellynge odours, the swete herbes that they strewe abrode at theyr dedications and burials; besydes the damaske waters, bawmes, muskes, pomaunder, civet, and other curious confections they yet bestow upon theyr owne precious bodyes.” — Paraphrase “compyled by John Bale, an exyle also in thys lyfe for the faithful testimony of Jesu.”

For the above extracts I am under obligations to the Rev. W. Wail, rector of Norton and Chewstoke, who sent me them in his pamphlet on the present crisis.

REFLECTIONS.
Oh Babylon, Babylon, thy day is come at last. The embers that burned the martyrs have reached thy palaces, and kindled up into dreadful flames. The glad tidings of thy fall have reached heaven, and a special messenger is deputed from thence to announce the joys to earth. He cries with a strong voice, Babylon the great is fallen; her abbies and monuments are forsaken, and become the habitation of voracious birds.

The first strokes of her fall are a signal to the pious and faithful to separate from her communion, and even to flee from a country where her sins and the blood of saints are about to be purged.

These punishments were to come upon her when she was perfectly at ease, and saying, I sit a queen, and shall see no sorrow. Just before the French revolution, popery was never more rich and secure in all the south of Europe. But in one day, or time of visitation, all her churches and religious houses were pillaged, and even the dead were dug up for plunder.

These punishments were to be requited in kind; “reward her as she hath rewarded you.” This was awfully done in France during the revolution of 1789. The protestant ministers had formerly been hanged, burnt and massacred without mercy. The people worshipping were pursued by the military, some shot, others sent to the gallies, and multitudes fled as they could, leaving their property behind. Now, the God who visits the iniquities of the fathers on impenitent children unto the third and fourth generation, stirred up the atheists of France to kill and plunder all the priests and nobles they could, as outlaws for not taking the civic oath to the new constitution; and those who were happy enough to escape, fled in beggary to those very countries whither their intolerant fathers had banished the protestants! Thus with violence shall Babylon continue to be thrown down at different times; and her bishops and princes of the church shall howl and cry, because no man buyeth her degraded merchandise of gold and silk, or pardons and indulgences any more. She must now howl as an ancient Babylon, while heaven rejoices over her, because in her was found the blood of the prophets and saints that were slain upon the earth, which cried to heaven.

Of all the songs that gladden the hearts of the blessed, none is more sublime than this, that the oppressor shall no more oppress. If the prince of the house of David sunk a stone in the Euphrates, as a token that old Babylon should fall, behold here, the angel throws a millstone into the sea for the fall of great Babylon, while all the perfections of God blaze out in her righteous visitations. Rejoice over her, ye heavens, and the holy apostles and prophets, for God hath avenged your blood. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-21
Revelation 19:1. I heard a great voice of much people, songs in full choir, the songs of heaven and of earth, for both are now made one, saying, Alleluia, written as John expressed it in Greek. Praise ye the Lord, Jehovah, the first and the last. This is the grand overture to the song opened in Revelation 4:9-11, and now resumed in the sublime of triumph.

Revelation 19:2. True and righteous are his judgments. The song of the seraphim, in the sixth of Isaiah, was excited by a view of the infinite purity of the divine nature; and here the argument of the song is founded on the equity of God in the long reign of antichristian tyranny, bloodshed immeasurable, and crimes without number.

Revelation 19:3-4. Alleluia: and her smoke rose up for ever and ever. What, and are the fires that burned the martyrs rekindled! What, must the beast, the whore, and the false teacher now take their turn! The martyrs have escaped; their feet stand on the sea of glass, the pavement which reflects the glory of the throne, praising God with harp and voice. But how will the beast escape? Like the Persian princes, who threw Daniel to the lions, they must themselves go to the lions. Amen: alleluia.
Revelation 19:5-6. A voice came out of the throne, the place where all ancient oracles were delivered, saying, Praise our God. Now, on seeing the smoke, and heaven commanding the full swell of song, like responsive thunders it issued from the ransomed armies of the Lord.

And here we ask, in the calm of reflection, what else can be the issue between the bride of Christ and the whore of Babylon? Making at the same time a just distinction between pious catholics individually, and the ruling tyranny of Rome. The papacy itself is still the same, both at home and abroad. In the year 1824, many of our shipping being at Rio Janeiro, the sailors had worship on board their ships, but some on shore, being desirous to join them, petitioned the imperial ministers to have a place of worship in the city. The ministers wrote to the bishop in a favourable manner, adding, that in all places the protestants allowed the catholics the free exercise of their religion. The answer was, an absolute negative, with this rejoinder, “That if the false religion tolerated the true, it is no reason why the true religion should tolerate the false.” 

Revelation 19:8. To her it was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen — for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. The church is without spot or wrinkle, being washed and sanctified by water and the word. How would a jew understand these words? He would go to the prophets, and read, Let the skies pour down righteousness — Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my voice: then thy righteousness had been as the waves of the sea, and thy children as numerous as the sand upon the shore. Isaiah 45:8; Isaiah 48:17. All these are covenant blessings, the gifts of God. In the Lord we have righteousness and strength; yea, everlasting righteousness.

Revelation 19:10. I fell at his feet to worship him, assuredly to pay him divine honours, else why rebuke him by a broken phrase, ωρα μη, vide ne, see not. Else why was not Abraham rebuked for civil homage? Genesis 18:2. The angel that announced the fall of Babylon, had enlightened the earth with his glory. John might therefore be overpowered and dazzled with the glory. — Worship God. How then, oh papists, would he have rebuked you, on your knees at every shrine of the martyrs, and before every crucifix!

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. The world say, that the best calculators are the best prophets. On this head, calculation is left for ages in the rear. All the leading events of our Saviour’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension, are foretold from four hundred to four thousand years before they occurred; how the jews would reject him, and how the gentiles would gather around the stem of Jesse. And what was never, in the eye of reason, likely to happen to a person so illustrious, about forty striking and tragic circumstances of his passion are painted with the exactitude of historic subjects. The prophets therefore must have been inspired by him, to whom futurity is without a veil.

Revelation 19:11-16. I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. Kings and commanders in chief have in this way been distinguished from time immemorial. He that sat upon the horse was called faithful and true: Revelation 3:14. He had eyes as a flame of fire, searching the dark devices of his foes. On his head were many crowns, because by him all kings reign, and princes decree judgment. He had a name, the incommunicable name, JEHOVAH, so often ascribed to him, a name above every name. A name which no man knew but he himself, who knows the Father. He was clothed, as Isaiah had seen him, with a vesture dipped in blood, baptized, bespattered, like the heroes who fight in the throng of battle. Isaiah 63:1-6. And his name is called the Word of God. Psalms 33:6. Jonah 3:1. This is a name, דבר Devar, of constant occurrence in the targums of the elder rabbins for the Messiah; it occurs perhaps fifty times in their paraphrases and notes on the chronicles, for those old men were in effect christians. The authentic records of the temple gave the apostle John the highest support in the use of this sublime name, — Christ, the Word, the Wisdom, the Power of God.

Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, with two edges, which cuts both ways, dividing between the soul and spirit, the joints and the marrow. He had a name written on his thigh, on the scabbard of his sword, King of kings, and Lord of lords. All judgment is committed unto him, forasmuch as he is the Son of man.

Revelation 19:17-19. I saw an angel standing in the sun, and shining like him in splendour. And he cried, come, eat the flesh of all men, small and great, the prince and the peasant, the rich and the poor. What battle was this to be? Not an indecisive action, seeing the King himself commanded in person; and the Lord being a man of war, all the armies of heaven are in his train. It must therefore be a battle. Ah, no; not a battle, but a slaughter without resistance, a carnage, after the capture of the beast, which pursued the remnant. It was a war against the kings and the captains, who glutted their concupiscence with the spoliations of the apostate church. Therefore, in the most sober deliberations of my mind, it is a war of God’s fierce anger against the infidel world, as defined in the comments on the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel. It is a war against “Mesheck and Tubal,” the Turks of Asia; against the “Hamonah,” the children of Ham; and “the isles of the gentiles,” Chittim, the Greeks, or the infidels of France and other nations. It is a war of God’s wrath, when he will tread the winepress, as Isaiah has said. But who may abide the day of his coming?

REFLECTIONS.
The apostate and harlot church being put down, the true church, the spouse of Christ, shines forth with peculiar lustre. All heaven celebrates the victory in the highest strains of gratitude; and what is peculiarly worthy of celestial song, the justice of God in his judgments, is most celebrated. This song, as in the fifth chapter, is threefold. The saints in glory have the honour to open with loud voices the triumphs of God and the Lamb. The four cherubims make the response: the church below, as the voice of many waters, close the chorus, and reëcho back the hallelujahs of the skies. Their joy is full, because the marriage of the Lamb is come, when the church shall be adorned with righteousness, and with the glory of her Lord.

The next scene is inconceivably awful and sublime. It is the destruction of antichrist, and all his host; and there is no text which speaks of the enlargement of Christ’s kingdom, but it either expresses or implies the destruction of its enemies. And what, oh Rome, is this the end of thy tyranny? What, oh false prophets and teachers, is burning the end of your pontificate? Are you yourselves deceived at last, after deceiving the people? Must you who have pardoned ages of crimes, and shed rivers of blood, find your own sins unpurged and unpardoned at last. And you, oh kings, the anointed ministers of God, who have lent your arms to the beast, instead of trusting in Him by whom you reign, must you who have been partakers of her sins, be partakers also of her punishments?

Worst of all, thou, oh infidel, the student of nature, who could not see the God of nature; thy passions, thy evil concupiscence, have blinded thy intellect. All nature is full of the Eternal Mind, yet thou canst see no one but thyself. Yet once more wipe thine eyes, and look up. Yonder he comes on the white horse, and all the armies of heaven follow, as the ministers of justice, for a long-insulted Deity. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-15
Revelation 20:1. I saw an angel come down from heaven, the high sheriff, as it were, with a divine commission, probably the same angel who had descended with glory like a morning star, and unlocked the abyss, out of which a smoke ascended, instigating the Turks to universal war and conquest: chap. 9. Now, he that opened, is sent with plenary powers to shut up, and seal the prison of hell. And if the binding of Satan be better for earth, it will be worse for hell. The kings which have lent their power to support the beast, and burn the martyrs, must bear their punishment there. Archbishop Fenelon says, in his Telemaque, Dans l’abyme de tenebres on traitè surtout avec rigueur les rois, &c. “In the abyss of darkness, they treat severely the kings who, instead of being good and vigilant shepherds of the people, have dreamed of nothing but to fleece the flock as devouring wolves.”

The mythology of the gentiles, referred to in Job 26:4-5, with one consent fixes hell in the subterranean abodes of darkness. Virgil, who closely follows Homer, says, that in the side of the vast Euboicean rock is cut a cave, where a hundred paths lead to a hundred gates, or caves, whence resound so many voices, which are the responses of the Sibyl.

Excisum Euboïcæ latus ingens rupis in antrum; 
Quò lati ducunt aditus centum, ostia centum: 
Unde ruunt totidem voces, responsa Sibyllæ. 
Æneid. 6:42-44.
Revelation 20:4. I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, to judge and consider the ways of providence, and the diversified works of God. The promise of our Saviour to the apostles is to the same effect. Matthew 19:28. But the thrones and the glory of the first resurrection are assigned to characters the most illustrious in the church of God; characters who have followed the Saviour in the regeneration, who have loved their Master more than life, and who scorned to worship the beast.

Neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands. The Ninevites are said to have branded their slaves in the forehead. It was a practice among many gentile nations to tattoo some part of a slave’s body with the name of his master, the soldier with the name of his commander, and the child of an idolater with the name of the idol to which his parents had devoted him. Our sailors often work anchors and other figures in their hands, by punctures which cause soot or gunpowder to enter the skin.

They lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. Here the righteousness of God appears; the lives of the martyrs were shortened on earth, and now they are requited with an earlier resurrection.

Revelation 20:6. On such the second death hath no power. The jewish targums expound this of the punishment of the wicked after death.

Revelation 20:7. When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison. That age shall then have its state of probation, as all other ages have had. In the millenium, Isaiah says, “as the days of a tree, so are the days of my people, and they shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” We have oaks in England, which have braved the winters of seven hundred years.

Revelation 20:8. Gog and Magog. This seems not to be the Gog of Ezekiel, but the Gog of the latter day, more severely punished than the others, having sinned against greater light.

Revelation 20:11. I saw a great white throne, of which Solomon’s was but a faint emblem. And him that sat on it, Jehovah, the Christ, the Judge of the living and the dead. There must be a day of final scrutiny; the relation of kings and subjects, of parents and children, of masters and servants, require it. How else can the apparent inequalities of the ways of God be justified to men.

Revelation 20:12. I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God. Numerous as the vesicles of vapour which compose the clouds, irradiated by the sun. What a bar, what a tribunal, and what a Judge! And the books were opened. Biography here is written with a partial hand: there it is written with the finger of God. As a man walking over soft ground leaves the print of his feet behind, so our steps shall be traced there, and the portrait be presented to the naked soul. Alas, we have erred and strayed like lost sheep. But another book was opened, which is the book of life, the record of regeneration. May our names be found there, and the fair copy in our own heart.

Revelation 20:13. The sea gave up the dead, the countless bodies which were in it; and death, the grave, and hell, or hades, delivered up the dead which were in them. The rabbins say, In hades there are two roads, the one for good men, and the other for the bad. Virgil, respecting tartarus, has precisely the same thought, but he adds, that good men take the right hand road, and bad men the left. Isaiah 14. It must however be noted, that death here signifies more than the grave, as stated on Psalms 9:17.

Revelation 20:14-15. And death and hell, the spirits or dæmons, and the souls of men not registered in the book of life, were cast into the lake of fire. Awful figure, from the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah. No hope that God will overlook a single crime, or spare a single culprit dying in his sins. —

Sinner, escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither linger in all the plain. Escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. Genesis 19:17.

REFLECTIONS.
The visions of prophecy here proceed in order. The infidel being slain, the beast and the false prophet being taken alive in the flesh, and sent into the lake, Satan’s turn is next. An angel, one of the highest servants of Christ, descends from heaven, and arrests the grand enemy of the human kind, and binds him with a chain, and imprisons him for a thousand years. Yes, and when a thief is apprehended, his name and his character are investigated. He is called the dragon on account of his ferocity, and the serpent because of his secret propensity to wickedness. He is called the devil because he is the slanderer, and Satan because he is the adversary of all good men. The throne, Mr. Mede (who here gives us seven folio pages on the millenium) proves to be a continuation of Daniel’s vision in chap. 7.

The first resurrection is that of the martyrs. Of the thousand years reign I have spoken at large in the general reflections at the end of Isaiah. But there is no positive declaration that Christ shall visibly reign on earth. On the millenium the jews had a constant tradition that the world should continue six thousand years; viz. two thousand under the patriarchs to Abraham, two thousand under the law, and two thousand under the Messiah; and consequently, according to the days of the week, the sabbatical thousand years should follow: for a day with the Lord is as a thousand years. So St. Peter and St. Barnabas both quote the text.

Gog and Magog, whether infidels, apostates, or what else, are sufficient tests to us that all ages of the world shall have their trials, and their difficulties. Hence people in my judgment set the millenium much too high. When wickedness shall abate, God will abate the calamities of men, and multiply their temporal and spiritual good.

The day of judgment, the last and great day follows next. The Lord Christ shall sit on his white throne of spotless purity. The judge of men is the God-man, who was himself tempted as man. The dead, small and great, the prince and the peasant, shall stand in order at the great tribunal. The husband and the wife, the master and the servant, the child and the parent shall be there, and tried in the presence of one another. Yea, and the books of conscience shall be opened, and nothing forgotten, nothing covered, nothing disguised. Oh what a day of naked simplicity, and what a day of disclosure of secret things! Oh what a day for the study of providence, and for tracing the wisdom and righteousness of God! In those books our sins will be fairly recorded, and we shall be found guilty. We shall be weighed and found wanting. Happy that another book is opened, which is the book of life. Happy to have our name erased from the records of death, and enrolled by regeneration among the living.

Death and hell, thanatos and hades, all who were found in their sins, or had died in their sins, were cast into the lake burning with fire and brimstone. And oh may gehenna, unfolding its jaws, affright my soul from every sin, and awe me to keep in the good way. As God is graciously pleased to encourage repentance by promising to remember our sins no more, let us make a covenant, but not in our own strength, that we will sin no more against his forbearance and love. So shall we have boldness in this great day, and sit on thrones at his right hand. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-27
Revelation 21:1. I saw a new heaven and a new earth. This was a welcome sight, for this old earth is wearing out. Subterranean fires are burning and wasting it beneath our feet, fires everfeeding on lime, and iron, and sulpher. Geologists have counted two hundred craters which ventilate the earth, and send their fires to the skies. The animal kingdom is gradually becoming extinct. When we survey the organic remains of a former world, we ask, where do their successors live, the terrific megaleonix, the huge mastodon, and monsters of the deep? Where are now the survivors of shells in ancient conchology? Cuvier finds but sixteen out of sixteen hundred fossil shells, which have identity of character with the same species of recent shells. I have an ancient and a recent turbinate, whose characters are well defined. The solar ensis, or rasor fish, is common. Our ancient plants are in the same deficient state as the shells. Above all, the human kind, and especially in great cities, are becoming degenerate in stature and strength. — When the saints shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, he will then either restore this earth for our abode, or what is more probable, take the church to a far more happy and high abode. It doth not appear what we shall be, but we shall be for ever with the Lord.

Revelation 21:2-4. And 1 John saw the holy city, of which Paul spake in Hebrews 12:22, now descending as a bride for the consummation, in the accession of a gentile world of converts, that Zion might hear the promised voice: Jehovah thy maker is thy husband. John heard great voices, swelled with songs of nuptial joy, saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them for ever. His glory shall never remove, nor shall they wander as in the desert. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. All the natural and moral evils of the present state, the curse and death, shall be swallowed up of life, causing the recollection of past evils to make heaven sweeter to us than even to the angels.

Revelation 21:5-7. He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. The light, the life, the love of God shining out in new forms of grace and glory. As soon as he had said this, the voice rejoined, it is done. Oh believer, seeing this glory, and hearing these reviving words, take hold of his strength, and overcome, that you may drink of the waters of life from the celestial fountain, the throne of God and the Lamb.

Revelation 21:8. But the fearful and unbelieving, rolling their baleful eyes for the murder of the saints, are ever pursued with a guilty conscience, for having rejected the word of God. Several other classes of culprits, whom we need not again describe, are under the same condemnation. Galatians 5:19. Romans 1:22. All these shall go to the lake, and be exposed to the double anguish of seeing the righteous enjoy the beatific vision of supreme delight, and themselves clothed with darkness and eternal shame.

Revelation 21:9. One of the seven angels which had the seven vials, an angel under whom the others were seen to act, the angel of the great council, talked with me, saying, come up hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. This angel is Christ the Lord, for who can introduce us to the bride but the bridegroom himself. This bride is the church, the elect of God, who have kept the faith in all the wars with the great antichristian empire.

Revelation 21:10. And he showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem. The old Jerusalem had perished; the new heavens and the new earth, or the glorious state of the church in the latter day, had now received its consummation. But here is the holy Jerusalem, where neither sin, nor curse, nor death can enter. This city is built of living stones, of beauteous gems, and enlightened with the glory of the Lord. Many of the old divines have thought, that this shall be the state of the glorious church on earth, after this terrestrial globe shall have been renewed, and that Christ, after a time, will take the saints to a yet higher state of grace and glory.

Revelation 21:12. The city had a wall great and high, which neither Assyrian nor Roman could throw down. It also had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, watchers and defenders, which will suffer no unregenerate person to enter. And this city, being four-square, had three gates on each side; gates not shut by day, and there is no night there. Here we have proofs that the holy Jerusalem is yet in her evangelical state, augmenting by armies of converts, who enter at every gate; and that the Bridegroom has not as yet conducted her entirely to the great mountain, where all her crystal glories shall be revealed.

Revelation 21:15-17. He that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city. The measurements denote the perfection of the church in all the beauties of symmetry, and confer honour on the old tabernacle, as a figure of the true tabernacle, which is in heaven. The cubical structure, as well as the disposition of its parts, portend the light and grace of God as shining out to all nations, and that no man is debarred from entering into the holy city, provided he leave his sins behind. When Ezekiel saw the measurements of this city, his views were not so clear as John’s; the nuances of the ritual law, for a time, cast a shade on vision; but John saw the city from the high mountain.

Revelation 21:19-21. The foundations — were garnished with all manner of precious stones, valued for their configurations, their tints, their brilliancy and beauty; for as gems decorate crowns, so the apostles are the glory of Christ. I have translated Haüy on gems, in Exodus 28:19. But we now have many gems not mentioned here; as the garnet of North America, which occurs disseminated on rocks, but often in pairs.

Revelation 21:22. And I saw no temple therein, for the reason here assigned, the Lord God and the Lamb are the temple. Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord? Besides me there is no God. I know not any. Christ is not another God, but one with Jehovah himself. Besides, the nations that enter into that holy temple, have no more need of an atoning altar, or of the mercyseat sprinkled with blood.

Revelation 21:23. The city had no need of the sun, as had in effect been promised by the prophet of old. The light of the sun shall be sevenfold. Isaiah 30:26. The spiritual Zion requires a spiritual sun, a light pure, refreshing, hallowing, and divine.

Revelation 21:24. The kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. As already intimated, this holy city of gems and gold, and uncreated glory, is still in progress: the vision joins in one the church below and the church above. She is waiting here the last, the final word, “Behold, I come quickly:” Revelation 22:12. Therefore in this vision, “the things that are not are seen as though they were.”

Revelation 21:27. There shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth. No evil concupiscence, no abomination connected with idol worship, nor any false teacher who deceives by doctrine, or makes an idol, for an idol is vanity and a lie. Therefore he who worships idols, after the true light is come, excludes himself from the holy city. It is a city of free men and priests, whose names are registered in the municipal records, in the book of life. 

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah has described the new heavens and the new earth, in sublime strains of prophecy: chap. 65., and the application is to the prosperity of the church in the latter day. But the new heaven and new earth of St. Peter and St. John, seem to be the heaven and everlasting abode of the saints. Any expression of the nations and kings bringing their glory and honour to it, and the nations walking in the light of the city, import that this city is now forming in heaven, and that she shall descend as a bride, when the Lord shall have prepared her a pure and perfect abode. The church is therefore God’s tabernacle and city composed of living stones, and he will dwell with them for ever. The curse, and tears, and death shall be no more.

As soon as God spake it was done. He is Alpha and Omega. He opens the fountain of life to his people, and he will give the victorious soul the inheritance of all things with himself. But the fearful, who confess not the truth, with every other class of sinners, shall inherit with their master also a portion in the lake of fire.

Turning away our eyes now from the wicked, and our eyes shall never more be afflicted with the sight of the unregenerate, we are next invited to see the saints in the perfection of glory, and in the fruition of the Father’s love. While mortals grovel as worms in the dust, we see the church built up into a glorious city of God. This city is of a cubical form to denote perfection. It contains no temple, for the whole place is a temple, and all nature is impoverished to borrow figures to express its worth. The foundation is the gold of eternal truth, and believers are the precious stones. The holy apostles are peculiarly so, and twelve in number. These are of inconceivable value, for the saints are dearer to God than diamonds are to kings.

They are as beautiful as they are valuable. The pectoral of the highpriest would reflect the solar rays as the prism, and give a spectrum of light and colour. The jasper is tinted with green, the sapphire is a sky blue, the chalcedony resembles a faint candle, the emerald is a high coloured green, the sardonyx is tinted with black, white and red; the sardius is of a blood colour, the chrysolyte is streaked with gold, the beryl reflects the solar rays like water, the topaz is very precious, of gold and purple tints; the chrysoprasus is green streaked with gold, the jacinth is dim in foul weather, and the amethyst is red as a rose, and sparkles in the night. But how much brighter than all these stones will the saints shine, when they reflect the glory of the Lord. Then, oh my soul, put away sin, for nothing that is defiled shall enter that holy city, and see that thou have virtues more precious than these costly ornaments. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-21
Revelation 22:1. He shewed me a pure river of water of life. From the city we go to the palace, where the vision opens on the rock of ages, the Elohim, seated on his throne. Thence flows the crystal river with a constant stream, never exhausted with drought, nor ever swollen and turbid with rain. It is pellucid as the clearest crystal, and he who drinks shall never die, for death and the curse are now no more.

Revelation 22:2. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life: ποιουν καρπους δωδεκα, making its fruit, or bearing it every month, a month being the usual time or season of any species of ripe fruit. Thus Christ the tree of life is everywhere planted inseparably from the streams of life, and yet the streams and the tree continue one. The celestial paradise is perennial, ever in verdure, ever in bloom, ever loaded with delicious, rich and full-ripe fruit of sanctifying grace. Why then drink of turbid streams, and live on sour fruits?

Revelation 22:3-5. There shall be no more curse, as in Revelation 21:4.

Revelation 22:6. He said unto me, these sayings are faithful and true. These words begin the conclusion of the book. Write it for a testament to remain in the church, a record of appeal concerning the fidelity of Christ to his people, the certainty of vengeance on the impenitent world, and the glory and coronation of his faithful followers in the everlasting kingdom of heaven.

Revelation 22:8. 1 John saw these things, and heard them. I, an old man, dropping into eternity, leave this testament with the church, and haste away to appear before the great white throne. And I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel, as stated in Revelation 19:10. Christ spake here in the angel, yet he must not worship the Lord in a creature.

Revelation 22:11. He that is righteous, let him be righteous still. Some Greek copies have, ο δικαιος, δικαιοσυνην ποιησατω ετι. Let him that is righteous, work righteousness still.

Revelation 22:13. I am Alpha and Omega. The revelation ends as it began in the first chapter. 

Revelation 22:15. Without are dogs. This is repeated in substance from Revelation 21:8, for it is proper for the gates of Zion to have double guards.

Revelation 22:16. I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright and morning star. Here the divine and human nature of the Redeemer are joined in the glory of his person. I am of David’s line, as promised in 2 Samuel 7; but I came from Him who has said, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool. I therefore, while the river flows with streams of grace, and while the twelve gates are open to all the world, repeat the cry of the prophet, and say in all the power of the Spirit, Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and let all who hear, echo my voice of invitation, for this is my last voice, my final call. Let all who hunger and thirst, inspire others with the sentiments they feel: let all who may not hear the gospel, but groan in spirit, and say, who will show us any good, come and take of the water of life freely.

Revelation 22:18-19. If any man shall add to these things, or take away from the words of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, as the names of ancient citizens were erased from the city records, when they committed felonies against the state, and as he of old died who touched the ark with unhallowed hands.

How do these awful words affect thee, oh Griesbach, with thy countless Arian readings, culled from copies of poor clergymen, who wrote out their own bibles, often making, and often copying errors. Jerome in his time complained, that they wrote what they thought instead of what they found. Why then expose their weakness to a future age? Have we not the labours of Origen, who spent his whole life on the old testament, and much on the new? Has not Jerome visited Asia for a perfect text of the new testament? Have we not the Complute edition, and versions, a work of the Spaniards, who were warned, as Eusebius says, on the breaking out of the Arian controversy, to hold fast the faith once delivered to the saints. What more can we need? And thou, oh Wakefield, worse than others, to say when the Saviour gave up the ghost, “He breathed his last.” A shocking note. — We shall see by and bye whether thy work will stand or fall.

Revelation 22:21. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. John, like the holy patriarchs, and the Saviour, left his blessing on the churches. Amen. 

REFLECTIONS.
The river of life is the effusion of the Godhead on the glorified in heaven, and was typified by the river described by Ezekiel 47:2. The tree of life growing on each side of this river is a figure of Christ, who feeds his flock with the life of heaven and love. They who drink of this stream and eat of this tree, shall taste the pure pleasures of God, by union and fellowship with him.

Darkness and death, and the curse shall be no more; but the recollection of those past evils shall make heaven sweeter to us when it comes. Neither is it far distant. Behold, I come quickly; blessed is he that keepeth the saying of this prophecy. What an argument for holiness, while we may be holy! What an argument to obedience, for the faithful only have a right to the tree of life in the midst of the paradise of God, of which the earthly Eden was a figure.

This heaven is yet open, its gates are never shut; let us therefore profit while the spirit invites, while the bride, this heaven-descended church invites; and while the thirsty may, and while the hearer of those good things may invite his neighbour; yea, and while he who has but the faintest will may come without money and without price. Thus the gospel ends where it began, by publishing grace unmerited and free. Christ is the gift of God, and the foundation of eternal life.

The canon of the holy scripture is sealed, and it is death to counterfeit the king’s seal. Who can take a threatening from this book, without weakening the motives to repentance? Who can erase a promise, without diminishing the comfort of the church? And who can blot a text which militates against his opinion, without exalting his own creed above the word of God? Rather let us say, Lord, write all these truths on our hearts, and seal us to the day of thy coming. Amen.

